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On motion by Bion. R. G. Ardagh, the debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.1'- p.

Iiedneslday, 20th Felrnwry, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.80 p.m.,
an I( read] prayers.

For ''Qestions on notice'' and ''Papers
presented'' see ''Votes and Proceedings.''

RABBIT PEST SELECT COMMITTEE.
Request for member to give evidence.

On motion by Mr. SMITH ordered-' 'That
a message he transmitted to the Council re-
(uesting leave to the Hion. Sir E. Hf. Wit-
teijoom to attend and give evidence before
the select committee appointed by the As-
semibly to inquire into the systemi adopted
for combating the rabbit pest.''

PAPERS- SUSPENSION OF A. C.
KESSELL.

Motion by Mr. Draper rcad-''That all
papers dealing wit!, the suspension of the
services of Mr. A. Colenso Kessell from the
Government service be laid upon the Table
of the House.''

Mr. SMITH (North Perth) [4.44]: On be-
half of Mr. Draper, I propose to move that
this motion be deferred until later in the even-
ing. Mr. Draper has found it impossible to
be in his place at this hour, but be will cer-
tainly put in an appearance a little later.

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it would be a bad
precedent to establish. It is against the
Standing Orders. The simplest plan would be
to allow the motion to lapse, and to give notice
of it again to-morrow.

Mr. SMITH: Could it not be placed Rower
dtown on the Notice .Paper?

Mr. SPEAKER: I could Dot allow that.
The member for West Perth can give fresh
notice for to-morrow.

MOTION-WATER METER RENTS, EAST-
ERN GOLDFIELDS.

Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) t4.461: 1 move-
''That in the opinion of this House, the

rents charged for water meters on the house-
hold water supply services of the Eastern
Goldfields is vexatious and unjust, and should
be abolished.''

I may preface my remarks by stating that
water meter rents; on the Eastern Goldfielda
have been a source of friction and dissatis-

faction since January, 1903, or shortly after
the goldfields service was established. By the
'-cry nature of things a centre that is far re-
moved fromt the central government is likely
to have its claims as far as its requirements
are concerned, overlooked, but when we also
find the position that that centre has an im-
position placed upon it, that it has no parallel
in the metropolitan area where the seat of
gove rnmtent exists, the friction is intensified.
Trhe scheme I say is a national one reticulat-
ing anl area of 16,000 square miles, which is
iite-fifth the size of Victoria. Front being at
pulrely goldfields water scheme it leas so
grown that at the present time there arc no
less than 12,361 services. Not only are places
like ]Kalgoorlie, Coolgardie, Bjoulder, Wes.
tomia, and from Southern Cross upwards-all
the mlining centres-supplied, but it is res-

omisible for the water supplies of Northam,
York. Beoverley, Toodylty. Coornalling, and
other small farming centres. A perusal of
the output of the C'oldfields Water Supply
displays a remarkable state of things.
Whilst Kalgoorlie and Boulder onl their
general services average a supply of at
least 261 million odd gallons for the
last two ycars, we find the metropolitans
area has beenfl suriiplied wvith an average of
2102,000,000 gallons, nearly 203,000,0,00 gal-
Ions, as against a supply of 261,000,000 gallons
for Kalgoorlie and Boulder. The revenue from
the general services of Kalgoorlie and Boul-
tier for two years average £4,000, whereas
the metropolis has taken nearly as much as
the general service of Kalgoorlie and Boul-
der, with a peppercorn rental of £2,500 ir-
respective of how much water is consumed.
Whether they, take, as we find in 1916-17
167 million gallons, or whether they take as
in 1915-16, 238 million gallons they pay,
shall we call it, a peppercorn rental of
£2,500. For almost sinmilar services Kalgoor-
lie and Boulder are debited with an amount
of £4S,000. I am not finding fault with the
amount that is paid at Kalgoorlie for the
service,' but we are told that the reason why
these small irritating water rents cannot
be abolishied on the Goldfields is because
the service does not pay. I should like to
direct the attention of the Government to
the fact that in the metropolitan area prac-
tically no inconme is received, but that is
not justified by general usage. Throughout
the whole of the metropolitan area as far as
the general services are concerned, no water
rent whatever is charged, and when we come
to Guildford, Midland Junction, and East
Guildford, a strange anomaly exists.
These are centres supplied direct from the
Mundaring scheme and yet there no meter
rent is charged. I appeal particularly to
the members on the cross benches-the mem-
bers of the Country party-because there
are several centres that also pay meter rent
for a small supply of water. The gain
in revenue as far as the goldfields
people's pockets are concerned, is not
great because the number of meter ser-
vices is not large. The amount paid in Hal-
goorlie, Boulder, Coolgardie, and Kanowna
is £2,850 per annum, a comparatively small
charge, but it is the irritating nature of thea
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chartge. The charge is made nowhere else,
it is not justified by usage and I contend
it is a fair simile to say the Government
have 110 morm right to charge meter rents
than a grocer has the right to charge for
the use of the scales with which he weighs
the tea and sugar and other articles which
the customner buys in his shop. The largest
number of meter services is on the goldfields
and I1 should like to know how the Govern-
ment justify the fact that over a period of

13or 14 years for some of the meters
that cost as low as £3-that is what
the Government are paying for the
now American mneters on the authority
of the Minister for Works, than
whom I can find no higher authority-how
can the Government justify a meter rent
of l0s. a year on the capital value of a
meter that costs the department £3. It is
true the Sent and Kennedy meters cost
more-I believe the Kennedy costs up to
£14 . or it did in tile old days-but to sup-
ply interest and sinking fund, which is so
dear to the heart of the Treasurer at the
present time, and rightly so, a charge of 20
per cent, will pay for the meter several
times over.

The Minister for Works: There is the ex-
pense for upkeep.

'Mr. GREEN: Yes, there is the oil and re-
pairs. but the total cost of the meter has
been met for the next 20 years as the Min-
ister will readily 'see when be charges 10s.
a year for 14 years.

The Minister for Works: Fourteen years
ago meters were act obtained at £3 each.

Air, GREEN: That is so and I am allowing
a higher rate for Kent meters-up to £5.
The main objection raised to the abolition of
the meter rent, al though it exists only in a
small area of the State--it does not exist in
the capital ad in the centres that aire using
water from a similar scheme-but the main
ol,'iJe-tion is that the water supply scheme
does not pay. We shall be told that there is
a deficit for the current year of no less than
£E76,000. There is one feature apart from
the national character of the work. The
gold mines on the goldfields, were it not for
the water scheme, would to-day be Practic-
ally non-existent, and the city would he non-
existent. We should find the member for
East rerth going about bartering as his pro-
genitors did in the past. I want to drawv
the attention of the House to the fact that
for £2,500,000, which is the recognised
amiount as loan on the water scheme, no less
than three per cent, is set aside for sinking
fond. In no other public work of this
State, nor in any other State that I have
been able to find nut, has such a large
smount been set aside for sinking fund, and
the position therefore is that instead of the
sinking fund being £77,473, as it has been
this rear, it would be a Lair thing to pay
out of the Consolidated Revenue the (lifter-
ece between one per cent, and three per
cent, as a refnnd to the book-keeping bal-
ance sheet on this great undertaking. That
would mean that instead of showing a de-
ficit of £76,000 it would show a book-keeping
debt onr the scheme for this year of £50,916

less than if it was on a one per cent. sinking
fund. It need hardly be mentioned to the
Rouse that a large number of public works
pay as low as one-half per cent, sinking
fund. The Treasurer has told us in his Bud-
get speech that the Goldfields water scheme
loan matures in 1927. What will be the posi-
tion then? The whole of this sinking fundl
will be wiped out and as the leader of the
Opposition reminds me, ;ve shall be in pos-
session at the expiration of the sinking fund
ia 1927 of having a surplus of half a million
pounds, and we shall find that there was no
necessity to provide the three per cent. sinking
fund, because of the surplus of half a mil-
lion pounds.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It will pay some of
the deficit.

Mr. GRE EN: Yes, and it will be promptly
transferred to Consolidated Revenue. This
is an unjust tax because of the enormous
amount it has extracted fromn the people for
many years, comipared with the small value
of the measuring instrument on which the
tax is mnade, It is irritating also because of
thle fact that one section of the community
has the tax imposed upon them. Such a tax
is not imposed in the metropolitan centres.

Eon. W. C. Angwin: They have increased
their rates 6d. in the pound.

Mr. GREEN: I can recognise that the bon.
member is prepared to rush in whenever any
interests affect his own constituency, but 1
believre on this occasion he will rise to the
national plane and view this matter accord-
ingly. If the hon. member can show me
that anything in his constituency requires
national treatment in the same way as this
tmatter which I have brought forward, I shall
be one of the first to support him.

Hon, V. C. Angwin: I have advocated the
reduction of meter rents.

MrI. GREEN: I have never heard that from
the lion. member and it is a bad business for
him to introduce it just now, when I am try-
ing to draw the attention of hion. members
to what they must ace is an injustice. These
meter rents are charged nowhere except on
the goldfields and] in farming constituencies,
and up to the present time they have paid
nut only the capita) upkeep of the meter but
any sinking fond which might have been at-
tached to it. If 'we allow for a legitimate
sinking fund being imposed upon the whole
of the- scheme it then becomes a paying one.
I hope the Government will see their way to
remove this source of irritation which has
weighed upon the goldfields people for many
years. The metropolitan area absorbs nearly
.as much from the Goldfields Water Scheme
as Kalgoorlie and Boulder, but they have
no meter rents to pay. As the Government
only rec~eive a matter of £E2,500 I think thlis
might well be made a. charge on the metro-
politan bodies, who, I am sure, would net ob-
ject to make up that amount which would be
lost to the Government by the abolition of
the meter rents On the goldfieldls.

On motion by the M.Ninister for Works (Hlon.
W. T1. George) debate adjourned.

Mr. Green: You will bring the motion on
again this session?

The Minister for Works: Yes.
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MOTION-REFRESHMENT BOOM, PAR-
LIAMENT HOUSE, SALE OF ALCOHOLIC
LIQUOR.
Mr. STEWART (Claremont) [5.51 1 move-

''That is the opinion of this House the
sale of alcoholic liquor on the premises of
Parliament House should, on and after the
passing of this resolution, cease.''

In introducing a matter of this kind I know
I am attacking the daily habits of hion. men,-
hers.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You are not the first
one who has done it.

Mr. STEWART: It is unnecessary for me to
assure lion. members that this motion is in no
sense the outcome of anything that I have wit.
nessed since I have entered the Rouse. No.
thing that I hlave seen is inconsistent with the
character and reputation of lion members. I
say that in all seriousness, and r. do not intend
it as a vain, comiplimnent. Perhaps I would have
delayed taking action, or I might have aban,-
doned it altogether, had it not been for certain
remarks which were uttered by members of the
Government in regard to what I would call
public policy. Omw the 24th January the Pre-
mier, speaking in this House, made use of these
words-

People in the cities can go about their
business and enjoy themselves while those in
the country are slaving to endeavour to pro-
cure fond for the necessary sustenance of
the people of the State. The Government
are prepared, and] are daily engaged in an
endeavour to bring about economies in every
direction.

And what I am now going to read is the most
important part of the Premier's remarks on
that occasion-

It would be very much better for the
country if' they did not spend so much in
extravagant living -at the present time iu
Western Australia. People do not seem alive
to the position. It is the people "ho need
to wake up. If the people would only show
the Government of the State that economy
which they should show, it would be an, ad-
vantage to Western Australia and it would
be helpful to the Government of the day.

Therefore, the Government are seeking to place
the onus of a lead upon the people of the
country, when, as I consider what a Respons-
ible Government should be. the lead should
come from the Government and Parliament.
The Treasurer, in the course of his remarks
the other dlay. said that the people should be
educated not to take as much as they possibly
could from the State without giving something
in return. Another member of the Government
in another place, explaining the financial posi-
tion, stressed the argument and said that only
by separating from the Commonwealth could
we hope to avoid public bankruptcy and in-
dustrial stagnation.

Hon. P. Collier: Is it all going to be saved
by your motion?

Mr. STEWART: I am not going to pretend
that it is, but I niny show what the Govern-
ment have advocated should be practised out-
side, and to be logical we should start from
within. Perhaps, if I had been an older mem-
ber of the House, I might have hesitated

before bringing a motion of this kind under
notice.

Hon. P. Collier: The rashness of youth.
Mr. STEWART: I perhaps would have suc-

cumbed before this to the charming influences
that surround parliamentary and club life. Of
course I am very conscious of the difficulty
which faces me when I propose to interfere
with the daily habits of lion. members, especi-
ally those habits which are in the nature of
luxuries.

'Mr. Harrison: During the hot weather?
Mr. STEWART: I am aware that a change

in our habits is one of the things we, as human
beings, least desire.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There is not too nmuch
luxury in this House.

Mr. STEWART: Then call it a privilege.
I have reason to fear that we shall not get
very far with this motion. The success, or
otherwise, of it will depend to a1 large extent
upon whether lion. nceumbers'are able to rise
above what I might call their more selfish per-
sonal consideration. 1. have the conviction
that we, as a Parliament, have not yet dtone
all we can in connection with the serious busi-
ness of putting our house in order from a
financial point of view, and there are four
cogent reasons alhich I shall submit to lion.
members;

Eon. P. Collier: Have you seen that whisky
poster of the Scotebman saying ''Whent'

Mr. STEWART: Coming from the country
where the Scotch national bard has given it
such praise, perhaps it is extraordinary that
I should he the one to introduce a motion of
this kind to the House. Speaking on the ques-
tion of the usefulness of drink, 1, might quote
a few lines of Burns. who says-

But bring a Scotebmar, frae his hill.
Clap in his cheek a Hfighiland gill;
Say, such a Royal George's will

An' there's the foe;
He has noe thought but how to kill

Twa at a blow.
While it may be necessary for a stimulant to
be partaken of by, or administered to, men on
the battlefield, surely we arc generous enough
to believe that no such stimulant is necessary
in order that we may conduct the business of
Parliament. There awe four reasons which I
think should commend themselves to the House
in favour of my motion. The first is the ques-
tion of economy, the second is the influence of
example, the third is that Parliament should
be a place for the conduct of business, and the
last is that if the motion were carried it would
serve as a salutary reminder that this country
is engaged in the most bloody conflict which
has ever shaken this world of ours.

Ron. P. Collier: Will this save the positiont
Mr. STEWART: That is a matter which

the leader of the Opposition can best answer
in his own nmind. The cry of the world is for
eonom~-

lion. P. Collier: Your motion is really a
win-the-war proposition.

Mr. STEWART: Especially as regards the
belligerent countries. Is it not reasonable or
logical to suppose that, in the matter of the
privileges enjoyed by members, there is an im-
perative demand for this sort of economy?
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l-ton. members seem to make light of the force
of example which this House can give to the
State. I believe that a self-denying ordinance
of this kind would be welcomed by a consider-
able body of outside opinion, and would go a
long way towards rehabilitating the good name
of the House in the mind of the public. It may
be known to bon. members that a motion of
this kind was passed through the Assembly in
New South Wales in October last. Surely if a
majority of members in that legislative haill
lisis concluded that a motion of this kind
should be passed, this Assembly would do well
to follow suit. This motion is no new thing,
therefore, in the politics of Australia. I could
perhaps anticipate some of the objections
which lion. members will raise to this motion,
but I am not going to discuss them at the pre-
sent juncture. I have no desire that menbers
should be inconvenienced, or that any hardship
should be inflicted upon them, apart from what
I conceive to be their duty in regard to setting
an example to the country. At election time a
great deal was said in favour of anti-shouting,
and a considerable number of members was re-
turned to this House in support of that prin-
c iple.

lHon. P. Collier: Was the lion. mnemher
against it?

Mr. STEWART: I combated the anti-
shouting legislation, and any interference with
the existing conditions as affecting licenses or
local option.

Hon. P. Collier: Your desire for reform,
then, is confined to this House?

Mr, STEWART: I am) seeking to prove, in
contradistinction to the statements of thme Pre-
mier, that the example should emanate from
this House to the country. If we are sincere in
believing that there is a great and wasteful
extravagance going on, it is putting the cart
before the horse if we contend that the people
should show the Government the lead. That is
inc-onsistent with my views as to what the re-
sponsibiiitles of a Government should be. It is
all very well to look askance at a proposition
of this kind, while personally I believe that
there is something in it. I am not here to speak
on behalf of temperance or other outside
bodies. I am pledged to no kind of action with
regard to the question, but I do feel deeply
the insincerity sud the unavailing platitudes
which are indulged in when the question of ec-
oonmy or doing away with waste comes under
consideration. I do not know but what a great
deal of good could come from a self-denying
ordinance of this kind. There are many bun.
members here who, I think, would be prepared
to surrender certain of their privileges for the
sake of setting an example to the State. The
bar of this House is open at all times of the
day, and if we were consistent the bar would
be closed at 9 o'clock. Parliament acts upon
the supposition that it is a law unto itself, that
it can prescribe to the people what they must
do, but that so far as the privileges of mem-
bers inside the House are concerned these are
satrosanct and must not be touched. T am ap-
pealing to the sense of honesty and logic in the
minds of hon. members to do something,
whether in this direction or otherwise, to effect
economies also which can be further dealt with
as the Estimates proceed. The Government and

Parliament mnight, well do worse than to
take this motion favourably into consideration
because its terms verge so closely upon what I
conceive to be a waste in this Parliament, while
it would also tend to set a good example to
the country in the way of economy. There is no
gainsaying the fact that there is an endless
waste of money connected with the expenditure
on liquor. Even the proprietors of distilleries
and breweries have admitted this. We are here
engaged in the most awful conflict we have
seen, If none of the arguments I have used ap-
peal to hon. members it must be supposed that
they prefer to continue to enjoy their privi-
leges, and desire to set an example of needless
waste and expenditure, whilst at the same time
they are diligent in recommending to the coun-
try to close up its ranks against all kinds of
waste.

Mr. Hardwick: Would you allow any con-
cession in the Case Of snakebitel

Mr. STEWART: That would probably de-
pend upon the condition of the patient at the
time. My motion is not brought forward in
any way as embodying adverse criticism upon
the conduct of hon. members. That is far from
moy mid I think I am justified in placing the
motion beore the House, and have therefore
much pleasure in moving it.

-Mr. GRIFPT'IHB (York) (5.26]:. 1 second
the motion, pro forma.

The PREMIER (Hfon. H. B. Lefroy-
Moore) [6927]: As leader of the House, T think
I should at the outset express my opinion in
regard to this important motion. I am suir-
prised that a motion of this sort should
come from the hon. member, who fought the
last election on the total abstinence policy. I
am at a loss to understand why lie should
move in this direction. I cannot follow his
line of srgunent. I look upon this House as,
to a great extent, the home of members of
Parliament. We spend a great deal of our
time hero, and nmemhers upon election to this
House receive an hionourable position here.
I ha.ve seen nothing within the precincts of
the House that is derogatory to the honour-
able position ejoyed by lion. members on ac-
count of the fact that we make use of alco-
holic liquors. We are here in our own house
as inembers of Parlianment. We have as much
right to cur glass of beer, or wine or whisky.
if we desire to have it at the end of a hard
day's work, as we would if we were in our
ow~n homes. I am surprised, too, that the
hom], ineinber should have supported his mo-
tion so strongly on the plea that it is de-
signed to prevent extravagance. But I wish
the country to know that the motion is really
a reflection On the House. We are told prac-
tically that we have not the character, have
not time control of ourselves, to be trusted to
handle alcoholic liquors. I resent such a re-
flection. Never have I been amongst a body
of men amore temperate than the 50 miembers;
constituting this Legislative Assemhly. Hon.
members know well that the bar of the House
is not used extravagantly, and for my part.
I think it would be wrong to deprive thei
of the opportunity of obtaining refreshment
during the course of a long sitting. If it were
the law of the land that no drink should be
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sold in hotels or used in private houses, that
no drink should be imported into or nianufac-
turod in Western Australia. I would say at
once that Parliament should adopt the sante
principle for its mnenmbers. But until we make
that the law of the land. I see no reason for
t-losing the bar of Parliament H-ouse, If I
thought the bar wvas being misused, I should
be the first to support the motion. Perhaps
the next suggestion will be that, on the sco're
of ceonomy, we should not have evening
nteals here. Surely we arc allowed to make
use of the good things the gods send us, so
long asg we use them properly. As regards
drink being a luxur-y, it might also lie con-
sidered a luxury: to wear a vollur.

I-Ion. P. Collier: Or to shave; oste wottld
save money by letting one's whiskers grow.

The PREM[ER: An nbstemniouts man-and
most men are -abstemnious with regard to alco-
holic drink-I think should be allowed to ob-
tain what drink he requires in moderation, as is
the ease in this building. lHon, members use
their privilege with discretion, and there is
no ground for abolishing it on the score of
economy. Then the hon, member asks us to
set a good example. I say the members of
this Parliament do set an excellent example
to the public. Further, the hon. member says
that the conduct of business does not reqire
the sale of alcoholic liquors. We all admit
that. We admit issemnbers could do without
alcoholic liquors. But still, why deprive mem-
bers of their privilege as long as it does not
interfere with the proper conduct of business?
Againr the mover said that the carrying of
the ntotion would serve ats a salutary' re-
minder that the country was engaged in a
bloody combat. My opinion-is that if we do
not have a little refreshment in thle course of
'a long sitting, we mnay think a great deal
more of the war, and regard our position as
worse, than we would otherwise. A little
drink in moderation is useful to some people,
and cheers them up. I know I ant glad to
have a glass of whisky and water after a
hard day's work, thongh I do not touch al-
cohol during the day at all. Further. the
hon. member says that in currying the motion
we shall be rehabilitating the good name of
the House. I have never heard that this
Hlouse had a bad name as regards intentper-
ance. I know the Rouse has at times had a
name for intemperate language. Let me sug-
gest that the mov-er should consider the ad-
visableness of temperance in language as well
as of temperance in the use of alcoholic
liquor. I do not consider that this House
stands in need of rehabilitation in anyv re-
spect. As leader of the House, I am proud
of hon. members, proud of the fact that I
lead a House whose members conduct their
private affairs as they ought to do. I hope
hon. members will not support the motion.
though I am sure it has been moved in all
good faith. I fail to see that any good object
will be served by carrying the motion.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [5.401: I agree
that the motion has been moved in the utmost
good faith; and I think the mnotion is to the
credit of the mover, whatever we may think
of its practicableness. When notice of the

motion was given, I did not think it would
be carried. On the ground of honesty and
logic, however, and as a supporter of anti-shout-
ing, and also on the pleas of preventing waste
-anid extravagance, I support the motion. I
consider, nevertheless, that there should be no
half measures; if the bar is cot out, the re-
freshnient room should be cuit out, for the re-
freshmient room shows a loss while the bar
shows a profit. Therefore I say, if we cut out
one, let us c:ut aoit the lot. I urn not anti never
have been a teetotaller, though I' ant not by
any un-ntis a drinker; so the closing of the
bar would inflict no great hardship on me.

Mr. ANGEl-LO (Gascoyne) [5.48]: Although
thle mover has the Premier and the clerk of
the weather aganst him, I support the motion
for the sake of consistency. During my elec-
tian I was asked whether I was in favour lpf
abolishing the sale of liquor in Parliament
hlouse, and I replied in the affirmative.

Mr. [farnibert: You n-OIih get an awful
shock if the motion was carried.

lion. P. Collier: 8o would the mover.
Mr. ANGELO: The leader of the Opposi-

tion might say that the rashness of youth
prompted me to make such a promise, but I
regret to say the reason was more important.
On the outskirts of the State, I ani sorry to
say, there are constant and numerous rumours
of the grass ill-usage of alcoholic liquor in
this 1-lorse for a number of years.

Mr, O'LdghLen:. Did those rumnours help
you to win your election?

Mr. ANGELO: I ant pleased, after baring
had thie privilege of associating with members
for the last three mointhis, to be able to go
back to my electors and tell them that thosre
runionrs have not an atom of truth in them.
Unfortuinately, however, the rumours still ex-
ist; and, unless sante drastic action is taken to
give them the lie direct, they will continue to
be promulgated throu 'ghout thbe length and
breadth of the State. Having made the pro-
mise, I shall stick to it. Another reason which
appeals to ute is that adv-anced by the niever
-the reason of example. At present the Sov-
ereign of the British Empire and the King's
representative in this State are both set ting
an example to the people.

lon. W. C. Aagwin: Are you sure of that!
Mr. ANGELO: I think yot', Mr. Speaker,

"'ill hear me out. It would be as well for Par-
liament also to set that example. I would sug-
gest to those in authority that in the event
of the motion not being carried, orders should1
be issued] for the closing of the bar when the
military authorities prohibit the sale of alco-
holic liquors in the City. All through the City
we hear it said that when the hotels and clubs
are closed by military direction muembers of
Parliament can came up here and get a drink.

Hon. W. C. ANGWVIN ( North-East Fre-
mnantle) [-5.461: 1 had not intended to speak
on the moction, because as a total abstainer
T am not very much affected by it. How-
even. sonmc of the remarks made by the memi-
ber for Casicoyne have brought me to my
feet. The hon. member declared there wer-e
certain ru"mours in the back country. Let
ate ask " Why is it that such rumours are
spread?" It is because of motions such as
this before the House. When mo11tions of
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this kind are brought in, people outside can
only conclude that there is something going
on up here which renders it necessary to
Close the bar. I have been here nearly 14
years tiow, and as a total abstainer I tan
say that I1 hare never seen anything in the
House that I was ashamed of.

rfle Minister for Works: flave you ever
seen drunken mnen aniongst memitbers here?

lHon. W. C. AXOWIN: I hare seenl
drunkent men amkongs 't memibers, but not in
this House. Members themselves arc, to a
large extent, responsible for the abuse
,uinied nt thein outside the Rouse, It has
becomie popular to-day in the Press, and
imore particularly aniong candidates for
Parliamnt at lc~tion tingec, to point to thle
alleged privileges provided for members of
Parliamenut. One hion. mnember drew atten-
tion to the luxury in which We live. [ do
not t hiink I have ever had in P'arliamrent
House anything I have not paid for, In iny
opiniton it is the duty of every mnember to do
his best to raise the reputation of Parlia-
ment Rouse amongst the people. To-day it
is poua to sna- that a umeumber of Parlia-
uncut is a fool. Perhaps somec of them are.
I refer to those who have large businesses,
notwithstanding which they waste their
timne here' because T know their duties here
itiust interfere with their businesses. There
is no doubt in mny wmind when I pick uip a
daily or weekly nlewspaper that the one oh-
jec-t of the Press is to belittle Parliament
and mewbers of Parliament. No doubt this
continuous policy has" had sonme effect, at
least on the pleople inl thle buckt eountry. Al-
though a total abstainer. I am not one of
those who try to force the temperance rac-
ket down eve'rybody's threat, I believe that
if macit would abstain troit drink it would
be better for them. The Premier says hie is
better with it, but F.have iny doubts about
that, If one wishes to show ain example,
let it be the personal example. I can never
understand thle mnan who publically protests
against the use of intoxicating liquor,. while
keeping a little store iii his own cupboard :it
hiomie. Let such a mnan show his personal
example, aud it will have a far greater effect
than the closing of public bars, The Press
that to-day so frequently refers to the lax-
inres of Parliament Will turn round next
week and jibe at us if we close the bar.
Would w-e not deserve to be condemned if
we voted for a motion such as this? It
would be a c~onfession that the bar at Par-
liamient I-ouse has been detrimental to thu
Terruig onl of the business of the country.

hielon. innennber used that as an argument.
lie said we were brought here to carry on
the business of the country. Are we gging
to admit that we are not capable of doing
so. because we have not sufficient will power
to keep away front the bar? Although a
total abstainer, I refuse to vote for a amo-
tion that would lower the dignity of the
House.

Mr. ROCKE (South rrentantle) [5.53]: 1
do not think the motion is intended as a
killjoy. 1 was rileased to hear the mover
sax- that it did not imply any reflection on

mneumbers. .[f it did I could net support it,
because since I hare been here I have seen
nothing inl thle bar to which an 'y mnan could
take exception; in fac t everything has
pointed to a commendable temperance on, tile
part of mlemlbers. But there is a greater
issue at stake. Cit every hland we hear the
c ry for increased efficiency and thle elimina-
tion of waste. We know that thle liquor
trallic: is responsible for exceeding great
waste. It is responsible in a measure for the
troubles and perplexities Of COolial Treas-
utrers, We hare a deficit approaching one
million J)Cr annum, nwhi 1st our liquor traffic
coiisttios £E2,500,000 per at, uwn.

The SPEFARER: 1 (he not think the lion.
ieinber is quite !in order in dliscussinug the

whole of the liquor traffic of the State under
this motion.

Mr. ROCKE: I think the object of the
mover of the mo1tion wits to set an example.
I. believe that reprcsentative in should set
anl examlple. If it is right for us to urge
efficient- v and the elimnination of waste-
everybod 'y has agreed that alcohiolic liquor
taken in quanetitics results in inefficiency--
we might, T think, support tho maotionm and
show that we are willing to mnake somne
sacrifice. The Premier has pointed out that
it is a. sacrifice for a uman to give up al',o-
holic beverages,

Mr. Green: What sacrifice are you making?
Mr. ROCKE: None at all in that line. I

never knew any bene fit front it. It has been
said by the miember for York (Mir, Griffiths)
that the profits fromt the bar here make it
possible for meambers to hare mecals at a re-
duced cost. If this is so I amn quite willing
to do without rnicmals Imere, or to pay a
higher price for them., I could not cons9ent
to having the bar kept open jnst for the sakil
of providing cheap meoals for mne. T' hope
lion. memibers will remember that the motion
is not a reflection onl the House, but is
morely- an attempt to improve existing af-
fairs and brinig themn towards a higher state
of perfection.

'Mr. LAMB3ERT (Coolgardie) [5.538]: All
members recognise that the mnemuber for
Claremont (Mr. Stewart) was prompted by
the best intentions in moving his mnotionl,
but I fancy lie lost sight of the fact that it
is doing members anl injustice. I was miuchi
struck by the support given to the motion
by the mnember for Cascoyne (M1r. Angelo).
fte said that rumours had been going about
hiis electorate to the effect that excessive
drinking went on at Parliament House, and
hie said hie would be pleased to go back and
assure his constituents that it was not so.
The idea of a North-West member going
back to his constituents with such an assur-
ance would move the gods to mirth.

Mr. Hiekinott: He is open to back any
Of his constituents to drink more than all
the miemnbers of Parliament put together.

Mr. LAMBERT: The heon, nmember's con-
stituency is the onl 'y one ini the State that
voted for increased liquor licenses. Consid-
ering that during the last 12 months the
liquor consumption of the State has fallen
by £700,000 1 do nut think we need trouble
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very much about that phase of the question.
I do not smy that the member for Claremtont
has not a good intention; but to satisfy sontle
stupid public demand by moving ]in this
direction, to say the least of it, is Indis.
erect. While I desire to see liquor reform.
1 certainly resent thre idea of outside organi.
Salionas belittling Parliament and holding
Parliament up to ridicule, for intemperance
in Parliament does not exist.

'Mr. VERYARD (Leederville) (6.2]: 1 do
not thick it is ncessary to carry the motion
with a viewv of reforming members of the
House. That is not intended by thre mover ot
thre motion. I have hiad the pleasure of as.
sociation here for some years and I can
bear testimony to the good conduct of nri-
hers dttring ray association in the House. I
do not think the motion is intended to east
atry reflection on the House. It is purel *'
withI the objetct of setting art exam ple to tire
people rand I think that "examtple is better
than precept.'' Because of this, I have plea-
sure in supporting the motion. [ nor sorry
at the attitude takern by the Premier; it is
so different from the attitude of tlte Premier
of the Dominion of Canada, who said-

It is essential, and indeed vital, for thre
efficient conduct of the war that wasteful
or rtnecessarv expenditure should be pro-
Iribited. It is beyond qutestion that the use
t.f liquor affects adversely the roalisatiotn

of this purpose.teboln
Mr. Lam bert: What about th oln

green ? Thtat is rather a waste at the present
timre.

Ar. VER YARD: Ali iltmrense amount of
money is squnde~ro in strong drink in this
State and I thtink mtembers mtight consider
thre tittle sac ri fiee which they could malke.I
do not belie~ve in the use of strong drink in
any shtape or form, but I know a large nunm.
her of people who appreciate their whisky
and I have no rightt to find fault with wha]lt
they do. but at the present time T tink wre
might set anr exam pie to the public.

Mr. THO.MSON (Kittanning) [6.5]: As it
is said '"exantple is better titan precept,' I
should like to say' tite only reason I have for
supporting the notion is that we should set
anr examnple to the rest of thre State. In sutp-
portirng the motion T am not casting ainy re-
flection on umetnbers, but we know that Ii
quo reform is desired by various sections of
the conrnmtnity' . If the only object the meni-
her for Claremont has in introducing this
ntotion is to reformu, then T do not think it is
going to have much effect. I maintain that
thtere is a large number of people in the
State who are desirous of having liquor re-
form, and I think it would strengthen their
hands to a great extent if the Parliament of
Western Australia was to follow the example
of the Parliaments in the Eastern States amid
not have liquor in tlte House. I smy that
have never seen the bar abused in aniy shape
or form, but I support the motion because, it
carried, it will be alt example.

Hon. T. WALKER (Karmowna) (6.71:
Ever 'yones knows my' feelinrs on thre temper-
ance question and yet I cannot help re-
gretting that this motion has been brought
forward at the present juncture, because it is

tinkering with the temperance question a
plalcing a so-called reform in a wrong Jig
If we are to deal with a public evil, dq
with, it in a wholesale fashion, but to p
tend that tire members of this ChamberE
mole virtuous than the rest of the comni .ni
is to assume thre role of the Pharisee; it is
pretend and not to be. If mnemtberst
conivinced of the necessity of closing our I
because of the evil it is effecting, there is
direct way of doing it. Let every nietal
resolve not to have a drink. The bar i
soon close itself. Let every niember hims
set at, example and n]ot force his example
others. There is no riced for reforming ti
Chamber, and if there is no need for ref o
why umake a pretence of reform? This
ac-cerntuating an evil which has very mit
taken root, apparently, in Gascoyaie.
wvould appear that miembers are the victi
of iniebriety and that they cannot stand I
wcard and conduct tlte affairs of the coui

untless they aire half full of tanglefoot. T1
is a general impression and it is catered
by some Ilew corners into the political are,
I is a cheap way of getting popularity

foul your own nest. It is not part ofI
dirt:' of mnembers to eater to caltumnies.
.aa almost convinced that there are some
tlrose who have spoken to-day in support
thle motion who keep in their own cupboar
their whisky bottle, or their poison, or thi
beverage, alrd indulge in it when theyE
not here. There are those possibly w
do that. What hypocrisy! If thtey get
and drink it and theur come here and si

[ t is wrong to drink; we will not allow
in the refreshmrent room of the Assembly
it is pure humbug. If the bar in Parliame
is closed, 'Ye itny have men going out for
drinlk when theyv should be in their set
perform intg their dirties. If membters desi
to close tite bar they canl do so by not too(
ing the liquor, by not going to the bar. B
somti mnemnbers wantt to stand uip pharisaical
and ay, ' "W'hat great examples members
Parliament are; they are not allowed
touch it."' T cannot believe in tackling
big subject in this pettifogging and pita
saical manner. The liron. member in his ne
born zeal on entering into tlte public life
this State believes hie can pose honestly as
reformer by' introdncing a reform where
says it is not needed.

Sitting suspended from (1.15 to 7.3n pam

lion. T. WALKER: The surbjeet has be
fairly threshed out. I wished, by %vhat I ha
already said, to explain my reasons forI
course T am taking. I trust the imoverw
riot rn away with the idea that I hlave slae
cited in my zeal for the reform..ation of t
people as to their bibulous habits. But n
contention is that the lion. member's motho
serves neither as example nor as p~recept a
as a reform in any sense. It will not by or
iota alter the habits already formedr in at
tmember of this Chamber. i will not peeve'
what the mover calls waste, bu~t it may pt
sibl, lead to mtore waste-waste of tra
fares in ordler to get to Perth in order
quench a thirst acquired in listening to at hi
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&td fiery speech such as the mover delivered
o-night. I object to being a party to a pre-

:ence, to playing to the gallery, to encourag-
ing that attitude of thought towards repro-
3entatives of this Chamber which is becoming
iltogether too cheap atnd popular. I object
;o advertising to the world tltat there is need
For reform here when it is admitted that
there is no such need. If the lion. member
:omnes along with a genuine attempt to lessen
:he drinking habits of the coimmuni ty, to re-
Forin individuals tending towards indulgence
ui iatoxicants, to attack the evil boldly and
in a wholesale fashion, I shaill be with him.
B3ut onl this pharisaical nmotion, which is not
wvorth the paper it is written on..I cannot
itand by him.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [7.36]: This
inotion being relevantt to temperance, onl
which questiont we all ought to take a stand,
und oil which inl' attitude, 1 feel, is being

vatelied by many of mly electors, I must de.
-lare myself. I agree with the menmber for
(Canowna that it lies iii the power of
!very tmember to mtake himlself an example
in this respect of temperante. Every mnc'n
her cati adopt that course, and thereby close
Iowa. the bar of the House. Witre the
itotiotn one for putting a referendum onl the
liquor question before the country, [ should
be prepared to support the mettber for Clare-
moat; because I said on the platformi that I
wu1prted a referendum on that question.Buht
I am goinmg to record liy vote agaiinst this
notion, which I consider merely tinkers with
the question.

.Mr. STEWART (Clarenvont-in reply)
[7.38] : I expected thle bulk of the objec-
Lions to my motion would centre round the
fact that the motion does not represent a
argo measitre of liquor refortm. I made
it perfectly clear that I did not set out either
with the object of touching liquor reform at
ill, or with any purpose of recommending to
hon. niembers any reform in tlteir own per-
Ions. The carrying of the motion will leave
to members the complete direction and con.
trol of their uwn tastes and habits as regards
alcoholic liquor. I did intentionally refrain
from indicating on which side of the liquor
rjuestion I my' self stood. In consequence, it
was assumed in various quarters that I an, a
total abstainer. Perhaps that assumnption ri.
presented an instance of the wish being
father to the thought, the wish being that
this motion should be introduced by one who
belonged to the temperance party. En anti-
ters of liquor reform I have always allowed
myvself to take a broad view. I regret that
my1 action to-day has been spoken of ais
sa~vouring of pharisaism, or of playing to
the gallery. For my part, I have alw ays re-
frained from reading into me' minds mao-
tives which may be very distant from their
thoughts. At the general election I fought
the questions of anti-shouting and liquor re-
form tooth and nail, and opposed the so-
called measures Of reform which were very
much in evidence at that time. But I do not
consider iftyself bound by liy attitude at the
general election to refrain from bringing for-
ward a motion such as this, which is the

outcomne, iii a sense,' of a feeling of resent-
a t against the Government for having

demanded that the people should show them
hlow to effect economies. This motion pro-
poses a policy of economy through the chin-
in t ion of waste. The saving I contemtplate
is not the actual saving in this House; it is
thle eeontoniy which will follow as a result
of the example>1 which the House will set to
the country by carrying the motion. There
are manly nien not on the temperance plat-
form who openly delare that enormous
waste prevails owing to the undue coztsuiu p-
tioit of alcoholic liquor. I know that thle
same opinion is held by the mtanufacturers
of alcoholic liquor, who all desire a sober
community. So much for the pretence of
tin ukerintg with the subject of liquor reforma.
lione. members who speak so voluminously as
to the side they will take when a big riens-
tire of liquor reform comes along, might well,.
on this motion, do soniething to justify the
confidence of their electors, instead of being
content to make declarations that they' will
support so and so and such and such. that
is w'here, to my mind, a charge of pltarisaan
would lie more legitimately than one directed
againit miyself. I am only sorry for the
memiber for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo), who will
return to his electors giving us all anl excel-
lent testimnonial. For that, [ am sure, the
House will feel very grateful. With those
who desire to see the Government set anl ex-
ample of economy I ala taking this action be-
cause I believe it to be one which the Gov.
einent and Parliament can well tackle. 1
appreciate the temperate manner in which
hon. members have debated the motion, and
I assure thenm again that there is nothing of
a personal character whatever about it.

Question put and a division taken with the
followving result:- .

Ayes
Noes

Majority a

Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
%I r.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
MrT.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
M-5r.
Mr.

Angelo
Hilkiott
Rocks
Smnith
gtewan

Aug. In
Braun

Brown
Chessern
Collier
Dlavles
Draper
ijurack

Gard iner
George
Green
Harrison
Hudson
Jones
Lamubert
I- efro7
Lmutey
Maley

35

Lgainst .. 27

Ayes.

M. Thomso

Mr. Griffiths

HOBT.
stle,.)

Mr. M~tebell
Mr. Money
Mr. Miullany
Mr. Muncle
Mr. O'Logblen
Mr. Pickering
Mr. Please
Mr. pllklngton
Mr. H. Robinson
Mr. R. 'T. Robinson
Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Teesdale
Mr. ljnderwo
Mr. Walker

.Atr. Wlicoek
Mr. Wlimotl
Mr.e Hardwicki

(Teller.)

I
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Question thus negatived.

BILLS (2)-RETURNED FRO-M LEG[S-
LATIVE COUNCIL.

1. Local Option Continuance.
2. Broome Local Court Admiralty Juris'

,dict ion.
fl ithout Amnd ment.

RABBIT PEST SELECT COMMITTEE.
Message received front the Council stating

that permission hll been, given to the Honl. Sir
E. H. Wittenooin to give evidence before the
select cojnjittee of the Legislative Assent-
blly to inquire into thke system adopted for
combating thle rabbit pest.

Resolved that motions be continued.

PAP ERS-OBSERVATORY, TRANSFER
TO UNIVERSITY.

Mr. DRAPER (West Perth) [7.50]: 1
move-

''That all papers relating to the proposed
transfer of the Observatory to the Univer-
sity be laid upon the Table of the House.''

This is a matter which affects the interests of
some of my constituents, and it is also a mat-
ter which affects the public of the State. Ron.
members will recollect that some correspond-
ence was published in the newspapers in con-
nection with the intention to transfer the Ob-
servatory to the University. I do not for one
moment say whether that would be a good
thing or 'sot; I reserve to myself the right to
discuss the matter on its merits when it comes
before the House. So far as my recollection
goes, as a memiber of the Senate, no proposal
has ever been made by the Senate, or with the
authority of the Senate, that the Observatory
shonld he transferred to it. By some means
or other, I do not know how, a proposal was
received by the Government, but upon that,
so far as I can ascertain, the Government have
not acted. The Premier has kindly allowed
me to peruse the file in connection with this
matter of the suggested transfer. If it were
a question of economy in the long run the
transfer might be justified, but on the other
hand, viewed from the scientific pioint of view
-I am not giving my own opinion, which
would not be worth anything-the transfer
would] be detrimental to the scientific work of
the Observatory. Therefore, when the miat-
ter comes before the House, hon. nmembers
will have to consider to what extent the value
of the work which has been done by the Ob.
servatory will be affected if the institution
is transferred to the University. If the Pre-
imier will assure me that the Government will
not sanction the transfer of the Observatory
to the University without giving Parliament
an opportunity of discussing the matter, I
shall be perfectly satisfied. It is certainly a
matter which the House should discuss. Ac-
cording to reports also, it is doubtful whether
the University can take over the work of the
Observatory and perform it in a thoroughly
efficient manner, flowerer, there is no need
to go into that question just now; all I require

is the assurance with I have asked for frc
the Premier.

The PREMIER (lion. H. B. Lefroy-Moor
[7.56]: 1 canl assure the hoit. member that it
question has never been seriously consider
by the Government up to the present till
litere has been a considerable amount ofc
parttiental correspondence, but nothing In
been heard of the matter for the past f4
months. The correspondence dealt with the a
visability or otherwise of the transfer, a,
it only got to a certain stage in Novenib
last,' and there the mnatte, remained. I ha
heard nothing more about it since and neith
have the Government. The question thereto
remins in statut quo. It is one of those qua
tions which I think the House should erpre
all opinion on. The change would be an ii
portant one. The Observatory has been u
,ter certainL control for a number of years, ai
Parliament ought to be allowed to express
opinion1 on the subject. I can give the he
member anl assurance that the Government w
not finally agree to any transfer untilt
question has been brought before this Bon
and dliscussed. Somne people think we might
without an Observatory altogether, but that
not the question at the preseut time. The Go
erninent have no intention of making a,
transefr without consulting Parliament, and
can give the lion. member the assurance he h.
asked for.

Hfoe. W. C. ANO WIN (North-East Frema
tic) [8.0] 1 nImight remnind bon. members th
a previous Parliament decided that the 0
servatory should be closed down, seeing th:
the Commnonwealth would not take it over.

lion. U. IL. Underwood (Honorary Mtini
ter) : That has been decided two or tbr
tunnes.

Hll. W. C. ANGWLIN: The last time was,
think, in 1915. On that occasion it was mov4
by a member of the Opposition. I think
would[ be far better if that decision were gin4
effct to. Just at present the State canns
afford to pay for the maintenance of an insi
tution engaged in photographing the stars,
work beneficial, perhaps, to the scientists i
the world, but not of ninth advantage to Aui
tra ha.

HOD. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Mini
ter) ;Preparing a chart which will not I
finished for 1,000 years.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If the Observato,
is handed over to the University, no doubt tI
University will want additional funds to ma,:
tait, it.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Mini
ter): Certainly nothing at all will be saved I
haending it over to the University.

Hon. WV. C. ANGWJN: For years past a
tempts have been made to induce the Con
monwealth to take over the Observatory. Ti
Commonwealth Government must be of opinic
that the work being done by the Observatoi
is useless to Australia. If that is so, clear]
it cannot be of any great benefit to Wester
Australia. Why, then, should this State eom
tinue paying for the maintenance of the 01
servatory, when the work it is doing is at
of much good, even to Australia? The Meteri
logical Department has been taken over by It
Commonwealth, and I think a further attera;
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hould be made to induce the Comminonlweal th
o0 take over the Observ-atory. Alternately, we
liould close it down altogether, because wve can
10 longer afford to pay for it.

'Mr. DRAPER (West Perth-in reply)
18.2] : I think that perhaps the observations
)f the member for North-East Prensantle are
.little wide of my mark. Undoubtedly they

vill be very pertinent when the question of the
)bservatory Vote onl the Estimates conies be-
rore us. Certainlyv it is a matter about which
Sgreat deal can be said. Personally, I am

juite prepared to accept the ,ssurance given
)y the Premier, and with the leave of the
-louse I wvill withdraw the mnotion.

Motion by leave withdrawn,

MOfTION-REPATRTA T[ON, RIVERTON
ESTATE.

Mr. TEESI)DALE (Foebourne) [6.3]: M-.y
notion reads-

'"That in the opinion of this Rouse it is
desirable that thle offer made by the oxvners
of the Riverton Estate to give an area of
sixty acres in thle estate to the Government
for the purpose of repatrition, be
accepted."I

kX little confusion has crept in in respect of
;be wording of the motion, and I ask you,
Sir, for symipathy if I do not adhere strictly
:0 the terms of the motion as printed onl the
Voic Paper. If it should so occur, I trust
roil will not apply those hard and fas9t rules
)f procedure as strictly as you would do in
Abler eases, for this is a matter of very great
mportnnce. Also, I should apologise to the
Rlouse for taking up time, as I am jealous of
my interference with the consideration of the
FPstintates. My apology shall be based on the
mnportunce of the motioa. I trust members
will give me a little attention while f make
;he position clear. When I am finished I think
that possibly meumbers iill agree that it is
tquestion of pressing importance. I ask those

nembers wrho have taken aii interest in the
,lock of land known as Rjiverton Estate, as a
leld for repatriation purposes, to temporarily
livest their minds of any conclulsions they may
mare come to as to the quality or value of this
and. It will be necessary that they do that,
a order that they may attach due weight to
'lie letters; T shall read. to the House. Tile first
etter is addressed to Lieutenant A. T1. Wil-
inams and dLated 5th February, 1.918. It reads
is follows-

Re land at 'Riverton. I have to aeko-
ledge receipt of your letter of the -30th
January, l918, and I have the honour to
inform yon that this company is prepared
to hand you certificate of title of blocks NYos.
1170 and( 118-5 of the Riverton Estate, when
certificate of title for these blocks are applied
for by you. (Signed) J1. P. Mullen, Chair-
man.

Following on that letter we hanve this, dated
3th February, from time Department of Indus-
tries to Lieutenant A.. T. Williams, as fo]-
low:-

Dear Sir,-Your letter of the 31st JTanu-
ary reached me on the 4th inst. In reply I
may say I have already passed your appli-
cation along to Cabinet for consideration.

The difficulty is, as you know, that the Gov-
ernment experts turned this land down. [a
submitting your request to Cabinet, I will

of course have to be guided by their decision.
One of the questions involved is, apart from
individual assistance, how are you going to
get on without a road, and where is the
money to conic from to inake it? Yours
faithfully, (signed) R, T. Robinson, Minis-
ter fer Industries.

Then, under dlate 13th February,' ive have this
letter fronm Lieutenant Williams to the Minis-
ter for Lands, Perth:-

Dear- Sir,-[rn reference to our conversa-
tion this morning, I have the honour to in-
form y-ou on behalf of Ifessrs. Gaynor, Staf-
ford, 'Main, Simpson, and myself, that we
are w-illing to contribute £10 each towards
the construction of thle roadl to our land.
The length of the road required is about 7.5
chains from the end of the road to Mr.
Riley'Is gate. f have been informed by Mr.
Riley, chairman of the Jandakot roads
boardl, that they have a sumi of £11.0 al-
ready in hland, of which £650 is settlers'
money, towards the making of this road.
With our contribution, there will ho £160
available for the work.

The last letter I have is from thle Department
of Lands and Surveys to Lien. Williams, under
dlate 1.t0 February, as follows:-

With further reference to your application
on behalf of Messrs. Gaynor, Stafford, Main,
Simpson, and yourself for assistance to settle
under the returned soldiers' scheme on cer-
tain blocks of land in the Rivertan estate, I
am instructed by the Minister for Lands to
inform you that this matter has received
very careful consideration from the Govern-
ment, and that it has been decided as fol-
lows:-Ca) The Government. to purchase the
land, approximately 68 acres, from the Riv-
erton estate at £E4 per acre. Cb) The pur-
chase money to be applied to the construc-
tion of the road necessary to give access to
the blocks, the balance of the money, say
£-500, required to complete the road, to be
found by the roads board, and Riverton es-
tate, otherwise the land not to be purchased.
(c) The five returned soldiers to receive as-
sistance in the ordinary way to an amount
not exceeding the sum of £500. (d) No con-
tribution by the soldiers, as suggested, by
you towards the construction of the road to
be made. (e) The returned soldiers to pur-
chase the land onl the usual terms. I am,
your very obedient servant, (sgd.) JTohn
C2aumnm, for Under Secretary for Lands.

I think I have made it clear now that these
men had given to themn, without conditions, tho
fee simple of 68 acres of Ind. No mention
was made Of a road; there were no stipulations
whatever in the free gift that the owners of
Riverton made to these returned soldiers. I do
not wish to-night to go into the question Of
whether this lanid is of value, or whether the
68 acres selected is the best of the entire
block. The fact remains that these men wmere
givenm this block of land, and that they asked
the Minister in charge of repatriation to give
them the help which they had been led to be-
lieve the Government were prepared to give
them. Insitead of receiving that assistance,
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they have been confronted with the difficulty of
having to build a road to their land, or go
without the land. It is very clear that these
men are not likely to take on this big indebt-
edness for a start.

The Premier: They are not asked to spend
any money on a road.

Mr. TEESDALE: They may not be asked
to spend any mioney, but the company that pre-
sented them with the land in the first instance
have been told that their scheme will not be
approved, and that, as an alternative scheme,
the Government will purchase the land at £4
per acre, the identical land offered to the sol-
diers for nothing. 'We are asked to buy back
our own land, and the Government propose to
devote this money, 68 acres at £4 per acre, to
the part construction of this road. No one has
fished for this road. These men got so tired of
beating op against this wall of officialdom-I
do not wish to reflect on the Minister, but I do
think there has been a lack of consideration
shown these men-they were so discouraged
with the one hundred and one obstacles placed
in the way of this scheme of theirs, that they
dle-ided to pay £10 each to help) along this road.
i consider that was a splendid offer from men
u-ho have been away to fight, and have come
back here with a few pounds towards starting
some little avocation of their own. And the
Government have seen fit to refuse this offer.
They say in this letter of the 13th February
that unless this money is applied to the eon-
struction of the road necessary to give access
to the block of land, the land will not be pur-
chased. They also say that this £10 that each
man has agreed to contrihute, will not be re-
ceived. I am an. outsider in the matter. I do
not know the promoters of the Riverton Es-
tate, but I know that these returned men have
been walking the streets of Perth for weeks
and weeks, and that they are now practically
despondent about the way in which they have
been treated. Whether it has been intentional
or not it is not for mae to say; the Minister
should know. But it is clear that there is some-
thing radically wrong when these men have to
be continually going backwards and forwards
to the departmental officials about a little
matter like this. These men are quite prepared
to take up this block without the advantage of
a road; they are prepared to tackle it to-
morrow. They are not Hay-street soldiers, but
fine, strapping, virile men, well accustomed to
the wvielding of the axe. They are not namby
pamhy soldiers; Ill have seen them personally.
They are rattling good men, the very sort of
men we require to kceep here. Already there is
a section of returned men here so disappointed
at the treatment they have received at the
hands of officials that they propose to appeal
to the Government of Queensland, because
their own Government have practically-I
won'ft say denied them consideration and sym-
pathy, although such a phrase would almost be
justified. These men should he sympathised
with. Hon. members all admit that these men
deserve our sympathy. They have been away
to fight for us. They have enabled us to sit
here in comfort and security to-nighL. If it
were not for these men the Estimates would
not be troubling us; the only Estimates we
would be likely to be considering would he es-

timates concerning the payment of the
indemnity levied upon, us by Germany.
[ ask lion, members to support me in giving
these mnen somne satisfactory answer to their
wveeks of padding up and down the streets
and dlancing attendance upon Ministers.
These arc men who have had experience.
One of them has had 25 years' experience
in this State. and anJother has been through
four camipaigns. f see from their discharges
that they are men of first-class character.
1 have made personal inquiries concerning
theni, rind amn confident that the more one
inrqnires about themn the more omme tan be
satisfied that they are the kind of men we
n-ant to settle upon our lands. T have the
personal assurance of Mr. Gamin, the relpat-
riatiolL ollicer, who was sent out to inspect
the blork by the Government, that this is
first-class 1lnd, and that he was surprised-

Han. F. E. S. Willnrott (Honorary 'Minis-
ter): What is that?

Mr. TEESDALE: I have had the personal
assurance of Mr. (alM~ that this is first-
class land, and he also told the applicants
in my presence that this was so, Further-
more, he was surprised to see the qnality of
the land. as instanced by the proper-ties of
Messrs. RitaY and -Metcalf Bros. adjoining.
There is somne consideration due to these
men who gave uip lucrative positions and
went to the Pront to do their duty. They
have done their duty and have returned,
and now ask the 'Minister for that considera-
tion that theyv have been led to believe is
to he given to them, by means of the money
collected from the public to aid such men
in getting back into either their old callings
or sonie other ocupation. All they ask is
to be helped by loans from timne to time to
enable them to build their homnes ini the
cnuntry, or wherever they can select land,
or to get some occupation which is remuner-
ative and not too heavy for their state of
he:,lth.

Mr. Draper: Do they ask for this particu-
la r land ?

M3r. TEESDALjE: This land was selected
by' theni five or six weeks ago. They have
a full knowledge of the block and are sat-
isfied from personal tests and from Mr.
Ganini's inspection that it is a good block.
I line seeni numbers of holes that have been
sunk in this particular block, and can vouch
for there being hunius and loam there and
everything else necessary to make a satis-
factory garde]] area, provided that it re-
ceives the necessary attention, which I
think these men will give to it. - They have
shown that they are men of solid parts by
their having stuck to this matter for over
eight wveeks. They are not ev-en now dis-
couraged, although they have had to bring
their grievance before the House in this
manner.

M.Pickering: Where is this block?
Mr. TEESDALE: Tft is roughly about half

an hour's drive from Perth.
Mr. Pickering: Do you refer to the swyamp

p)ortion of the land?
'Mr, TEESDALJE. The ground is perfectly

dry. It may. however, be said to be moist



although it is not swainpi land. It is situ-
ated on thle rise, This is ground into whicb
one can plunge an arm uip to the elbow in
loans if one desires to do so. It is certainly
not wet ground, hut it is perfectly suitable
for growing certain produce. Only a wire
fence separates the ground from the adjoin-
ing property, on which the owner has had
six crops of rhubarb in one season. He has
averaged a price of .3%d. per lb. for some
tons of this vegetable, and has had as bigh
as Gd. per lb). for it. J do not wish it to be
thought that this land] is only suitable for
rhubarb. I have seen some of the finest
strawberries and pears that one could wish
to set eyes upon growing upon it, It can
grow fruit and strawberries and also good
potatoes.

Ron. AV. C. Angwin: The strawberries are
very good.

'Mr. TEESDALE. These men are quite
satisfied with the produce which they have
seen growing onl the other side of the wire
fence. I will leave it to hion. members' in-
telligence to judge as to whether ground can
alter so materially when only a wire fence
divides it from another block. For fear that
there should be any doubt in thle minds of
hon, members as to the v alue of the ground.
I repeat that Mr. Camin in my presence said
he was surprised a.t thle good quality of the
land, and took the trouble to walk over the
whole of the 68 acres, in fact, he took far
more trouble than I expected he would take.

Mr. Pickering: Is the land of uniform
quality?

Mr. TEESDALE: It is of very uniform
quality so far as I canhf judge, and Mr. Ganm
remarked to mne that it appeared to be very
fine soil. He hand a man on the round with
a spade, who dug a hole wherever Mr. Gamin
desired, and he never once faulted any hole
I ask hon. members to support me in this
motion, because I have beard nmany of them
from time to time speak with enthusiasm
upon the repatriation schemes which have
been proposed. I also ask them in this in-
stance to remember the speeches they have
made, and to say whether I have not given
themn a ease which appeals to their synmpa-
thies with regard to the applicants I have
mentioned. These men only desire fair play.
They have no particular grievance. They
have not made any fuss, bnt have just sat
back and rdepended upon the officials to do
their business to the end that the result they so
earnestly desire may he brought about. They
have not been making themselves objectioni-
able. They only said to me that they were
tired of going through the ordinary channels,
and asked me to bring this matter before the
House to see if some satisfaction could not
be given to thenm, and finality reached.
They hnve walked the streets of Perth
and their money has been expended. They
came back to this country with only a
small capital. Are we going to see these
men walk the streets until they are footsore?
I am not speaking bitterly, but am trying to
explain to the House that these men are
reaching the end of their resources. They
are beconmiug irritated, and we cannot afford
to irritate them. They have done their share,

and hanvu helped us, and[ enabled us to be
here to-ntight. All that they ask. is justice
and decent treatment. I ask the Minister
for repatriation to waive these hard and fast
rules, and for once to give these men the
satisfaction they want, so that they can go
upon this block to-zaorow morning, without
havinig to expend a single farthing. A
that they will ask for is for a little moaey
to provide for upkeep, fencing, and the fell.
ing of timber. That is alt they will want at
the hands of the Minister. They desire the
same facilities which have been given at Os-
borne Park and other parts of the State ia
whichi people have tnkeu uip blocks. They
only require loans from time to time to en-
able themi to build homes, and become con-
tributors to the revenue of the country. At
the same time they will be only too pleased
to be able to support themnselves and clear
themuselves of dJebt. I hope that members
will join with mne in an effort to prevail upon
the Mfinister to do something in the matter.

,lhve, therefore, much pleasure in moving--
"'That in the opinion of this House the

applications for assistance from funds at
the disposal of the Government made by
certain returned soldiers desirous of set-
tliug on certain blocks of land granted to
them by the owners of the Riverton estate,
should be approvedl by the Minister in charge
of repatriation without delay"-
Rol, p. E. S. willmnott (Honorary Minis-

ter)-. What is this; it is not the motion on
the Notice Paper?

'Mr, TEESDALE: I am rather surprised at
the Hlonorary Minister beginning to indulge
in pinpricks regarding the substitution of
the word "'Government'' for the word "pro-
prietors.'' If this is an example of the atti-
tude that hie intends to adopt in regard to
my inotion to-night, I miust say it augurs
very badly for the suCcss Of my endea-
yourls.

Mr. Green: You are beginining to find him
out, are you?

Mr. T EESDALE: May I not move an
amendlment to the motion on the Notice Paper?

Mr. SPEAKER: The honk. member must
move the motion as it stands on the Notice
Paper.

Mfr. TEFESDALE: I should like this matter
to go before the public in its proper form.

Hon. P. Collier: You can get another hon.
mnember to move an amendment.

'Ar. TEESDALE: Very well. I have much
pleasure in muoving the motion standing in my
name.

Mfr. PICKER fNG (Sussex) [8.24]:- 1 se-
cond the motion, pro forma.

Mr. DRAPER (West Perth) [8.25]: 1.
move an amendment-

That all the words after "that" in the
second line be struck out and the following
added :-"The applications for assistance
from funds at the disposal of the Govern-
ment made by certain returned soldiers de-
sirous of settling on certaia blocks of land
granted to them by the owners of the 'River.
ton estate, should be approved by the Mini-
ister in charge of repatriation. without de-
lay; the officer dealing with repatriation
hatving inspeeted the land and having de-
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clareil that the blovks form ample security
for the amount advanceable under the Comn-
naonwealth Repatriation Act.''

1. move this amendment in order to facili-
tate the discussion on the really urgent
mnatter, which the member for Roebourne
(Mr. Teesdale) has brought before the
House. If these returned soldiers are de-
%sirous of settling on blocks of land which
have been granted to them by thle owners ot
thle Riverton estate, and thre value of that
land for the purpose of security has been
app~ruved by the Government officer, surely
the Mouse does not require to go any fur-
ther than to grant their reqluest. These
people are satisfied with the land, and the
Governmnit officer is apparently satisfied
with it. They desire to settle on this place
and make it their home, and under these cir-
eunistances. there should be no red tapeism in
the way which would prevent. the applica-
tion being promptly granted. These re-
turner1 soldiers are ready and willing to go
on the land at once, and I feel sure that
members of this House wvill facilitate th-
matter and enaable them to get to work.
There may be something to be said which
contradicts some of the facts I have men.
tioned. T merely give this to hion. members
from hearsay. I fel confident that thre mnat-
ter, which has been brought forward by the
member for Roebourne, and the real motion
which he is bringing before the House is
through my mouth, is at any rate one worthy
of the tnaost consideration.

MVr. H. ROBINSON (Albany) [8.301]
sc.oil the amnen11t.

M~r. PICKERING (Sussex) [8.311 1 con-
sider this is the introduction of the qnestion
of repatriation. There are several questions
which have been brought before the House,
and I say it is tinie we hadl a ease like this
presented to its so as to realise bow seriouis is
this miatter. On thle Address-in -reply I stated
that I saw certain laud on the Riverton estate
whichm I considered unsuitable for repatriation
purposes. but I said the land shown to Ine was
represented as the worst on the estate, and
that L land not seen any of the swamp country.

'Mr. S3PEAKER: Has the lion. member seen
the GO acres7

Mr. PICKERING: No.
Mr. SPEAKER: That is the only portion of

the 'Riverton estate under discussion now.
Mr. PICKERING: I cannot speak of thie

110 acres, but I know the papers have been
placed onl the Table of the House dealing with
the Riverton estate in which are reports by
officers of the Lands Department relating to the
lands in the estate and thre 60 acres referred
to must have been included in that report.

Hon. P. Collier: The report placed oii the
Table is one of condemnation.

Mr. PICKERING: What is the position of
hon. members if we are to have placed on the
Table of the House a file by officials condlemn-
ig the estate and then have brought under onr
notice by a member of this House a remark
that a responsible Government officer has de-
nied the truth of the reports, end that it is
stated the land is of first class quality.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The samie thing api lied1
to Osborne.

Mr. PICKEIiRNG: if this is the way the
Gov-ernnment are going to proceed with the
scheme of repatriation, then the sooner we deal
with it in a proper msmaaer, the better.

M1r, SPEAKER: The lion. member is not
in order in discussing the question of repatria-
tion. The 010 acres apparently have been re-
fusedl and this motion is to hare it accepted.

Mr. PICKERING: I go further and say as
anl endorsement of the report of Mr. Canim
that tile Glovernmnent are prepared to buy the
land at the price of £4 per acre. WThy they
wanit to buy the land wlhean the land can be
given to these men is beyond my understand-
ing. I cnsider this is not a fair deal to men
iilao are asking to settle onl this laud. If we
find a company generous enough to give this
land, it seemis presumptious oil the part of the
Goveraauleut to take away that right from these

an; to buy the land ad charge the land up
to these Men out of their £500.

M.Nr. Thomson: Do they say they are to be
charged with it?

The Attorney General: Why not give the
3Nfiaisser a chance of explainiugf

Mr. SPEAKER: The lion. member must
complete his reinarlis now. He has been speak.
lug for sonme little time,

Mr. PICKERING: In a letter submitted to
the House it is said that the laud is not to be
purchased unless the money can be utilised for
the meking of roads. That is one statement
there, and it seems to rue that it is the desire
of the Government not to settle men on the
land, buit to puat every obstacle in their way.

The Minister for Works: Nonsense!
Mr. PIClKERINGI: I have been an advocate

for a repatriation Scheme for sorne years, and
it is time that something was brought forward,
yet it Seems to me that every time the question
comes up some excuse is put in the way, either
the Commlonwealth Government are in fault
or the State Government cannot take any steps.
I say it is the dJuty of thle Government when

thea-e is ain opportunity to settle menu, to decide
definitely whether their officers are correct, to
say if the report of Mr. Cnmni is a correct one.

Mr. Teesd ale: Are you prepared to abide
Ply 'Mr. Gain 's report?

[Ton- 1M. C. .Aagwin : Which one?
Mr. PICKERING.: This one as given by Mr.

Teesdale.

Hon. F. E. S. WIlL-fOTT (Honorary
Minister-Nelsoni) [8-35) : 1 was exceedingly
suirprised when it was stated that Air. Gamin
had derlaredl that this land is first class and
emtircl sn .1itallIe for the purpose of repatria-
tion. With the Permission of the Hfouse I
will read 'Mr. ('anmm'5 opinion of this land;
it is dated 22nd January, 191S. He say--

In view of the analyses, wichb would
seem to show that there is lpraetically little
palant food in the soil I think that the
owners' offer to allow the Gov-erment to
prenmit these returned soldiers to establish
themselves there should also be refused, as
it would be difficult to jusqtify any erpen-
,liturre whaatever in view of Mr. Mann's re-
port. If you approve of the offer being
turned dloyn, I will advise those interested.
H~on. P. Collier: Do you endorse that view?
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Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary
Alinister) : I endorse the v iew of the gentle.
men who have inspected the estate as a whole.
1 w-ant to say at once as far as the 60 acres go
that it has been offered to the men and I con-
Sier it is the best land in that estate. [ go
tftrther and wrill state that when Lieutenant
Williams antI other men approached me to
know what the Government were prepared to
do regarding this land, I asked them this
question: if the Government are prepared to
assist you to the time of £500 per man on
this 60 acres of land, are you prepared to state
definitely that you will not comte on me in the
imtnediate future for a grant to build a road?
Did I get that assurance, '.\r. Speaker? No,
I dlid not get that assurance. They said of
c-ottrso in the near future they would have to
have a road and I quite agree with them. If
those nit are to hav-e atty chance of success,
then they must Ihave a road to that country.
The Governmtent made this offer: they would
purchase the land ait £4 an acre conditionally
that with that purchase mtoney they wonld
give facilities for the building of 8O chains
of road, the comnpany to put up) an equal
amiount and the roads board to put up an
equal amount. These men, had that offer been
accepted, would have i1tnme1diately been placed
on the ian t and col d have drawn onl their
advance of £.500 per mat,. That is the true
position.

Mr. Teesdale: The conditions are inipos.
sible.

Hon..P. E. S. WELLMO'1T (Honorary
Minister) : They are not impossible. I ask
hiotn, members here, who is going to benefit
by it?

Hon. P. Collier : The outsiders who never
pa id a farthing.

Hot.,.FE. S. W[LLMOTT (Honorary
Minister) ;No, titere are 'to outside settlers
because the laud belongs to the Rivertot, es.
tate. The estate will benefit enormously by
the settlemtent of these men on the 60 acres
andi the building of one mile of road.

Mr. Teesdale: They never asked for it.
Hoti. P-. E. S. WILLMOTT (Hottorary

Minister) : I have stated that these men dlid
ask for it. They asked nie who is going to
benefit by the road. If these settlers were
the only people, they would be perfectly jus-
tfied in coming to us and] asking for full
assistance. The owners of the estate are going
to benefit to a large extent by these people
settling ott thle 60 acres, and they have £!500
per malt. Will they not benefit, is it not up
to then, to put their hands into their pockets
and pay sontethtitng towards the road?

Mr. Greet,: Is not the grant of land itself
worth something?

Hon. P. E. S. WTLLMOTT (Honorary
'Minister) : The grant of land is worth what
the Government have offered, in my opinion,
£4 an acre.

Hon. P. Collier: That is the worthless lanid.
Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary

Minister) : T said it is the best of the 2,000
acres.

Hon. P. Collier: Nevertheless it is worth-
less.

Hon. P. R. S. WTLLM\OTT (Honorary
Minister) : It is valued by the company at

tue, stmall atttoujtt of £ I1,350, that is what titey
valute thle laitd at.

]Ioni. P. Collier: Thtat is the whtole estate.
HIon. F. IE. 8. WILL MUTT (I lonomrt

M itister) : No, tlte 60 acres.
lio1t. Pz. Collier: Who valued it?
Hi Ot. I'. I.,. .,. wILlAlOTT (hlutarv

Minister) : The chairman, Mrt. 'Mullen, valuedf
it Ihiself at £1,350). The Governtttent valute
it at £4 at' acre. I ali -afraid L shall have to
weary the H-ouse a little Iby going back a
littleI to Shti ithat alt extr-aordinatry position
ha, cotie about. The estimtatedl cost of build-
ing the road is £8001. There is this about thle

whole business, attd it is j ust as well the
House shall be seized of tlte facts. The
comtpany whlo own tlte estate htave beetn push,
pusih, push for tlte last 14 mtoths.

liont. P'. Collier: 'rTe lion. mnenmber is out-
side the mo 0tion and amn~ldmnt mote that, the
tmemnber for Sussex (Mr. Picketittg) was.

lion. P. E. S. W[LLMOTT (H~onorary
Yittister) : I take it that I have to lead up
to the mtatte-. We have been accused of hay-
itg 'to synmpathy wvith tlte tice, and of placing
all sorts of obstaceles in thteir way. Ecry
effort has beetn itie to try anid settle the inen;
Ste have to sa'e them against th~emselves.
Ilt is our duty to see that they nt-e settled
and to give them the advance of £500 each,
but thtey must have a chance of making good.
Nobody is note sympa~thetic towards thtese
tten thant I htave been. They htave been de-
ser.ibetl as fine itetn by the hion. menmber for
Itoeboorne (Mr. 'feesdale), able-bodied, strong
'lien. I wanlt to say tllat evety Ctaat yet who
ias beetn discharged as a returnted soldier has
beetn diselharged because hie is not phtysically
fit to go hark to the Front. [ say it, all Sin-
cerity thtat atnyotte wb-o takes on this land can
take it on for one pnrpo-e only- niarket gamr-
(]cit intg. Is there anyone here whto ktnows what
the life of a tmar-ket gardener is? if so, he
w'ill agree with~ mte when I1 say it is a very
Str-enuous life of toil. Market gardener-% have
cot'etition oil all sides of thet; they have
ceet to cotmpete with Chininot. The comps-
titi l is sitel tha.t, iti order to 'take good,
itark-et gardeniers miust work early and late.

I ispeetedi tte Rivet-ton estate, aid( had a
long talk withl tltese tett and T u-as prepared
to deal with the nien symtpathtetically, antd to
itelp themtt~it every possible wray. Bitt I am
ttot prepared] to see the comnipy wnto own the
Riverton estate make a profit for themnselves
amid ga in kudos to wthic, they are not en-
titled.

Alt-. Tltoinsont : Posing as patriots, while
they ate nothing of the Sort.

Hon. r. E,. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister): A genuine offer wvas nmade to the
company. [f they were really anxious to
assist these returned soldiers to settle on the
estate, tlley would t'ot hare turned dIown the
Governmntt's offer it, the contemptuous man-
ter they did. PTe tmatter sIs Still open for

niegotiationi, anid could hase been, discussed.
But no; the comlpany turned down the offer,
and treated the Government to a contemptuous
letter. That offer of 60 acres was not made
till the 1.5th January. Toc hear lion. members
whoi have ptrecedletd re, one would think that
th, offer of 60 acres 'wns made months ago,



[20 FEBRUARY, 1018.] 50,

years ago. It was, in fact, made on the 15th
January.

Mr. Teesdlale: Yes, the 60 acres; but 'lot
tile big block.

Hou. P. Collier: What was the date of the
(Gov-ernment 's offer to pay £4 per acre?

Ho,,. F'. E. S. WILLMO0TT (Honorary
Minister) : Thle 10th February.

H-on. WV. C. Angwiu : The matter had been
going on for months.

Hon. F. E. S. WrLLMfOTT (Honorary Mirl-
ister) : (Certainly, the whole question had been.
But I rake it I would be outside the motion
and the amendmuent in dealing with the ques-
finn of the purchase of thle whole estate.

Tl'l purchase of the whole estate was being
negotiated for 14 months, and was definitely
turned dIown b~y tile Minister for Lands 12
nmnths ago. Bfut still thle company, unwear-
it-cl. returned to the elharge.

Mr. Tleesdale: lThe company. or the ilen?
Hon. F. E. S. WfLTAQfOT (Honorary

Minister): The conipaun. EverY tine the
omnpanly.
Hon. P. Collier: Thnu owners of the Os-

borne estate were turned down, too, and they
icturned to the charge successfully, .

Hon. 1'. E3. S. WJ1LLMOTT (Honorary
Minister): Thle statement of the mnenber for
Roebourne as to the statemnents of thle res-
jionsible officer for repatriation, Mr. Gammn,
is very wide of thle mark. The papers have
been lying oil the Table of the House, and
hall. nlemn ers have had a,' opportunity of
perusing them and of reading time remarks
above Alr. ('amii, 's signatu ce. I would be
anl astounding thing that that officer should
have made those statements.

Mr. Teesdlale: Onl that day, do not forget.
Hion. F. E. S. WVTLLMOfTT (Honorary

Minister): It is astounding to ule; and, uil -
til I have the matter corroborated by MrI.
Camm himself, I must form my own conclu-
sion ats to the accuracy of the member for
Roebourne. [t haes beens stated that a peti-
tion wais forwarded. That is so. A petition
was forwarded. but not as regards the 60
acres. With respect to tile 60 acres, if those
loon are prepared to go on the land, pre-
pred to accept the offer of thle company-
it is not for the Government to accept the
offer, hut for the meon-and if those men
are then prepared to mortgage time land in
order to obtain the advance of £.500, all I
say is that the initiative lies with them.
But the question is, can they make a suc-
cess of it, if they have to pull their produce
for one mile through heavy sand? I say
they have absolutely io chance of succeed-
ing. It would be cruel to put then on that
land uinder those conditions. I hope and
trust the Rouse, in its mature deliberation,
will arrive at the conclusion that if those
men are to be settled on those 60 acres and
are to obtain the assistance of £Z00-

Mr. Thomson: How mnv tien could be
settled there?

Hll. F. E. S. WILLM.NOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): Five men. I say, I hope it will be on
the condition that a ro~ad is put in and that
the owners of the Riverton estate pay their
fair proportion of thle cost of the road.

--%r. Thomson: How many acres does thl
whole estate contain?

Hont. F. E. S. WILLMIOTT (Honorar
'Minister): Two thousand acres. Hon. men
hers will see that the owners of the estat
will benefit by the mile of road put direetl
into their property, which is now on th
mmarket for sale. Has the property eve
been offered to anyone else in the metropol
tan area,' and has it been turned down? I
has been turned down time after time,
take it. In spite of that, however, since
consider thle 6ill acres to be thle best of th
property. I ant prepared, on the conditior
offered, to place the men on that land t(
morrow.

.Nr. Teesdale: They will go on. I gua
anitee that.

Mr. MEUNSI h (Hanunals) [8.521: 1 wool
not have spoken on this motion had it nr
beeni for the astounding statelment made It
the Hionorary -Minister (Mkr. Willinott) jul
before lie resumed his seat.

Holn. P1. Collier: A most extr-aordinar
statement.

Mr. MUN.SIE: To tile it does seen, stran
that the Minister should put to the owne
of tile Riverton estate the condition tha
in, addition to giving 60 acres of land for tt
purpose of repatriation, they must also gii
£400 in cash for the building of a road I
that land.

H-on. F. E. S. AVillmnott (Honorary Mi,
ister) : How do you make it £.400?

Mr. MUNSIE:.I take it that would I
about the company 's share.

The 'Minister for Works: Their share wou]
conie to about £260.

Mr. 31UN8113: Let us say £260, then. TI
Minister dlemands that the Riverton esta
people should, in addition to giving 60 aert
of land, pay £260 cash before hie, as a met
ber of thle Government, is prepared to tat
any steps towards the repatriation of ti
five men who wish to ,take homes for them,
selves in that locality.

The Minister for Works: Thle offer is
sprat to catch a mackerel.

Mr. MUNS[E: The H-onocrary Minister
statement is astounding, seeing that the Pr
imier, in repl 'y to a question asked here son

little time ago, stated that the Governme,
had up to that date spent about £14,000 on t1
repatriation scheme, and that the largest po
tion of that money bad been expended in sent
ing surveyors to Nornaluip Inlet.

Hon. P. Collier: Eight thousand poun.:
spent onl surveyors.

Mr. MUNSTE: Another question asked wE
answered by the Government to the cifet
that in order to obtain access to the plac
where thme Government proposed to plae
the reurned soldiers £900,000 would have I
be expended on the construction of a rai
way. T fail to understand the logic or t0
reason of a Government who comec forwar
with proposals of that description, Boy
ever, after the demonstration given Ini
night, nothing that Ministers in future man
Ra'- in this Rouse will surprise nme.

Mr. H. Robinson: There are settlers at No
nalup no-.
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Mr. MUNSIE: I believe there are three
5ettlers at Nornalup. The member for Nor-
blame (Hon. .1. Mitchell) said so, and said it
was a wonderful place.

Hon. P. Collier: Those three settlers got
:here 50 years ago, and have not been able to
,et awaly.

Mr. 'MUNSIE: 1 have no particular objet-
:ion to offer to the policy of the Government
.f they are going to assist returned soldiers
a sending them to Nornalup. But what I a,'
)bjecting to is that while they want to scnd
'eturned soldiers to a place which will demand
in expenditure of £200,000 in order to pro-
,ide melaus of communication, they refuse to
iettle men onl anl estate close to P~erth unless
he company owning the estate, who are pire-
mared to give the land, will also pay £:260
.owards the cost of making a road.

The Minister for Works: The Government
,bject to being exploited by a land Company.

Mr. MUNSTE: I know something of some of
,bese returned soldiers, and I eart bear out
what the memuber for Roebourne has said with
egard to most of them, although I do not know
ill the Dames read out by the lion. member. T
inow, they are anxious and willing to try to
nake homes for themselves. it l'as been said
hat the House short]d be very careful in carry-
ng such a motion as this, because the effect
night be to place the Government under an
lbligation to the Riverton estate people. I do
tot regard tiso matter from, that standpoint
t all. If the Riverton estate people have been
rood enough to select the best 60 acres in their
state-as the Honorary Minister says-for the
murpose of giving the laud to these returned
oldiers to make homes for themselves, then
n future years the increase in the value of the
emainder of the land, which they are not
ifferiug to the Government, will recompense
hem, and the Government w'ill then be under
n obligation to the company.

The Minister for Works: But the trouble
irrives when they come along for a road, as
hey will do.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Other lieolple do the
ame.

Mr. MLJNSIE: flow tong is it since the Gov-
!rament have adopted that attitude? In fact,
,or friends opposite are the very people whose
)olicy for the last six or seven years it has
)se to encourage people to settle right out
n the hack blocks and then come to Parliament
Lad agitate for a railway on the ground that
hey did settle in the back blocks.

The Mfinister for Works: There it is a ease
if Government land. Here it is a private
istate.

Mr. MINSIE: I1 an, surprised at the report
ead by the Honorary Minister and at the
'tatements made by the member for Roebourne.
.11 moving his motion the member for Roe-
,ourne made certain statements, which, if the
eport as read by the Honorary Minister is
orrect, are altogether incorrect. If, on the
ther hand, the statements of the member for
joeblourne are correct, the Government ought
a get rid of Mr. Camm tn-morrow morning,
)eeause he would not be a fit man to have in
hat position.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You (10 not think ther
member for Roebourne gave wrong infornma-
tion?

Nir. 'MINSIE: I do uot know who is giving
correct information.

Hon. W. C. Angwi: The memnber for Roe-
1)ourne said lie hod witnesses.

Mr. NIUNSIE: I an' positive that the inen-
her for Foebourne bas ixot in any way attempted
to mislead members of this [House. I ann quite
sure of that. I am eertain, the lion. mnpmer
has said what lie honestly believes to 1)e truie.

Mlr. Teesdale: I know it to be trule.
Mr ML'NSIIZ: If that is the case, if that

officer made those statemeuts to the member
for Roebourne before witnesses, and( if that
officer then put in the typewritten report to
the Government as read by the -Minister, I
say that so far as the repatriation of soldiers
is concerned, either in connection with the
Rivertoun estate or ally other estate in this.
country, w-e shall n ever do anly good until Mr.
Camn, has bee,, removed from his position.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

lieo,. W. C. ANGW[N (North-East Frenan-
tlc 1.9.0] : 1 inteild to support tie amendment.
.1 confess tiat Cam not a,' expert so far as
land[ is concerned, but T have been over this
estate, anid I have seen the gardens referred
to lly the inenber for Roebourne. The pro-
perty is only juist outside ily elerttorate. What
the lion,. membner has said with regard to the
products of the soil from this estate is quite
true, and so far as Riley's place is concerned,
it has returned about £E600 hie annum. The
Attorniey Gecneral was successful in getting
that information when lie was there. There
is ai road already close to tlhe area which has
been~ chosen. An attempt has been made to
m~ake a soldiers' settlement on this estate.
The Government were not sympathetic; per-
Imps they were justified in the action they
took with regard to the whole of the estate,
but we h~ave it from thne 'Minister to-night that
60 acres of this property, which the company
are prepared to give to the soldiers is the best
finish in tlhat area. I thought the Minister
would have given some information when the
member for Sussex sat (Iowa, as to whether the
nioney they intended to pay to the company
was to be charged to the '"en.

Hion. F. E. S. Willmoitt (Honorary Minis.
ter) : Row much?

lios. W. C. ANOGWIN: We have not any in-
fornmation from the Minister, hut the inference
is that the £4 per acre, which it was proposed
to pay for the purchase of the land, would be
charged to the soldiers in a manner similar to
that adopted in connection with ordinary land
settlement, that is to say that payment would
be spread over a number of years. I thought
the Minister woud have told uts whether it was
intended to charge for the land which the cona-
pany had given free of cost, flat is a big
consideration so far as the ina are concerned.
The member for Sussex expected to get that
information when lie sat down, but it has not
been given, except by way' of the interjec-
tion, "bhow much,'' which means they intent[
to charge the soldier settlers for the making of
the road. The Minister for Works has stated
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that the company coere asked to pay £260 out
of their own pockets towards the making of
this road, and that the roads board and the
Liovernment were expected to contribute a smi-
lar amount. The "lea, of course, will be asked
to repay that. 1, like the member for Ivanhoe,
know some of these men. I visited the estate,
and it was pointed out to me that several of
the men who intended to settle there bad had
practical experience so far as working the land
.vas concerned. I was told that they had had*
experience in Victoria and in this State, and
that they were perfectly satisfied, if they had
the opportunity of settling ott this land, that
they could make a good living out of it. There
is no doubt whatever about the fact that these
'non know something about land, and they were
not jumping into this lproposition without hav-
ing given it consideration. Suppose the land were
sold to private p)eople, and suppose a portion
(of it were bought for market gardening and
the buyers were not soldiers, would the Goy.
eminment hare anything to say in regard to the
road; would the Glovernmnent make it a condih
tion that before these people settled there a
road must be constructed?

Hon. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary, Minis-
ter) : No, but if you advance then, £3,000 you
want something done.

lion. WV. C. ANO\'W[N± If those people had
approached the Governmnt and pointed out
that they were producing and adding to the
wealth of the State, they could ask to be
served in the same way as other settlers.

Hon. F. E. S. Willnitt (Honorary Minis-
ter): Decidedly, and they would get a road.

H-on. WV. C. ANCIVIN: The honorary Minis-
ter is making a lot albouit giving the £8,000,
but I would remind him that the State is not
giving a penny. This money has been ad-
vance? by the Commnonwealth.

lion. F. F. S. Wilinott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Who has to pay?

l]on. W. C. ANOWIN: Those who take up
the land will have to pay. The Government
have admitted that this lad is suitable for
settlement; they admnitted it by offering £4 an
acre for it. I regret the interjection of thle
member for Katanning, that the company were
posing as patriots. I only wish we had a few
more such patriots. It is a pity we cannot
find a few more owners of land willing to
hand over 60 or 70 acres for soldier settlers.
The Governnmcnt, contrary to the reports of
their officers, and contrary to the advice of the
Landls Purchase Board, paid £7 an acre for
land at Osborne Park no better than that at
Riverton.

The Premier: Not contrary to advice.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I would like to see

the reports anti the statements of Ministers in
regard to the matter. One of the gentlemen
has written to the Press about it, but the Press
will not publish the letter, and that gentlenman
is supposed to be one of the most reliable men
in Western Australia. I amt only showing that,
for some reason or other, an obstacle has been
put in the way of the soldiers, who are desir-
ouis of making homes for themselves on the
Riverton Estate.

Hon. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): The offer of 630 acres was made on the
25th January.

Hon. W. C. ANOWI.N: The Minister himself
has told uts that these men have been trying tc
get there for 14 months. Then the owiner,
cattle along and say, ''We have confidence it
this land; we believe it is good for market
gardening, and to show the Government thal
they are wrong we will give the soldiers V(
acres so that they may test it."

Hon. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis
ter): The Government have no power to pre
vent the soldiers accepting it.

Honl. W. C. ANOWIN: The whole thing
shows that deception has been practised. Th(

nt were led] by the Government to believ(
that the land was suitable, and then reports
are toade to the Government that it was not

11am,. F. E. S. Willmnott (Honorary Minis
ter): What do you mean to insinuate?

lion. WV. C. AINOWIN: I only want to ex
press the hope that the House will support thn
member for Roebourne and, by giving thei,
vote itt favour of the motion, show in realmt
that they are prepared to assist soldiers wh(
hove returned, especially when those soldier.
are prepared to help themselves.

MNr. 'MONEY (Bunbury) (9.15]: We har4
had an admission made by the Honorary A
ister (Hon. F. E. S. Willmott) that this parti
colar 6S acres of land is suiitable for th,
settlenmt of soldiers. So far as I can se,
or hear, the only objection put forward is thi
fact that the road over which they will bavi
to pass consists of sand. In fly humbl
opinion that is altogetmer an insufficient obl
jection. Of my own knowledge I know when
maqrket gardens are successfully carried on ii
W~estorn Australia, notwithstanding that th

men working them hare to traverse, not on'
mile of sand,' but three miles of sand. Ye
those gardens have been most sncessfull2
carried on for the last ten years. The ob
jeetion of the sand road is easilyI ovrerm
by having a horse sufficiently strong to pul
over that sand. Thle objection is not an in
superable one at all. In fact, I would prefe
a sand road in the winter season, when we an,
having our copious rains. I think the boo
member himself will admit that other coun
try which is not sand, but which constitute:
a good road in the snummer months, is inipas
sible in the winter months. The advantagi
of a sand road is that it can be used all th,
year round, and seeing that there is no madi
road at all, it is rather an advantage that
onl objection. And apparently the sand roam
is the only objection to this offer being ftc
eepted. T know of many successful settler
in Western Australia who would be only to,
pleased if they had a road accessible to then
at all periods of the year. I do not wish tn
say much on this subject, but I feel tha
these returned soldiers are most anxious tn
settle at Riverton, and that therefore wi
should give them every encouragement tha
lies in our power. I feel that it is not fon
Ius to utilise any particular district or estato
for our returnec~d soldiers, but it is for thn
returned soldiers themselves to take a keei
interest in their blocks and engender Iii.
spirit of selfhelp. When they indicate 0h6i
desire to be onl the Riverton Estate, close t
Perth. and are satisfied with it after due in
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quiry, I think it is but right that the Rouse
should express thle opinion that the desires of
those mien should be acceded to.

Mr. BROWN (Siubiaco) [9.18]:- I support
the amendment. I regret exceedingly that
the Mfinister should have seen fit to contrast
tine fitness of these soldiers to occupy this
particular land with the fitness of civilians.

Hon. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary M-Ninis-
ter) : I said that the returned soldiers had
all been discharged as unfit for active service.

Mr. BRROWN: And the implication is that
they- are not pihysically fit for- any, strenuous
work. I contend that these discharged sol-
diers are perfectly fit and able to do all
ordinary work. I have here a plan of the
estate. This little bit down here represents
the 0G acres offered to the returned soldiers.
Interjections were mnade that if this land
were taken over by the repatriation scheme,'
that 70 chains of road would materially Ir-
fluence thle value of the whole estate. I say
thnt that 70 chains of road would have very
little, if any, influence on the market value of
the estate. As a matter of fact, the pro-
position to purchase the whole of the estate
has been turned down, and I believe rightly
so.

[The Speaker resuined the Chair.]

Mr. Mlunsie: Would any part of the road
ha ve to Pass through any part of the estate?

Mr. BROWN: NO, it is a boundary road
between -Riley's estate and Metcalf's estate,
which have been occupied for i7t years.
During the whole of that time those people
have been able to make a decent living off
their land. I contend that the returned sol-
diers willing to go on this land require only
the usual assistanice. 'it has been claimed by
Mlinisters that they merely desire to safe-
guard the mien against theinseli-es. But it
must not be supposed that these men do not
know their responsibility in taking ump the
land. As a matter of fact, before they can
get any assistance in the ordinary wvay thnny
must have the usual certificates.
If these men fail in their enterprise, not the
whole of the £600 will be paid to them, because
they will not have the necessary certificates. I
think the repatriation scheme is Well guarded
through its own officers. The one thing I am
3istressed about is that on the 25th January,
M~r. Canun, the officer in charge, said that this
land was unfit for the purpose. Yet the inern-
her for Reebourne ('-%r. Teesdale) has told us
that, in company with other gentlemen, he had
an assurance given hinm that the land was
worth a certain amount of money. The very
fact that the Government are prepared to buy
the land and insist upon the money being
used for the road proves that the fov.
erment are not altogether afraid of dt
possibilities of this land. But they
want the owners of the estate, pluis
the men the land has been given to, to
provide a road for all future requirements, It
has been said that this road would benefit only
the five returned soldiers. As a mnatter of fact
it would benefit Metcalf and Riley consider-
ibly. Thme question is whether we are to take
iuch care of returned soldiers that we will not

give them a chance to occupy the land they de-
sire. I think that men willing and anxious to
go on this land should be encouraged in every
way. All they want the Government to do is
to give authority for them to go on the land
under the repatriation scheme. I trust the Gov-
ernment will see fit to alter the conditions they
have imposed, and to do as I hope the majority
of the I-ouse will ask themn to do.

Mr. HAPR~ISON (Avon) [9.23]: It appears
to nie that one requires some further informia-
tion before giving ant intelligent vote onl this
question. It is the policy of the Government
to imiquite into ihe Ifitimess of the mien about to
go onl the laud, and to see that the returned
soldiers go on suitable land, where they will be
able to make good. Up to the present I have
been rather confused as to bion' I should cast
my vote. The casting of a vote on this motion
is more serious than we realise. It involves
thme question of repatriation, which to Western
Australia is a very heavy obligation. I would
like to give an intelligent vote, and therefore
I desire further information. It would appear
from the Honorary Minister (Hon. F. E. S.
Willuiott) and other speakers that the chief
drawback to the settlement of these men at
Riverton is the formation of a certain road, in
respect of which the Government want to get
undertakings that certain payments will be
made in three parts, one from the owners of
'Riverton, one out of the funds of the soldiers,
and the third from. the flunds of the Govern-
nment. There are but 80 chains of road alto'
gether, according to my figures, which total
£740, or £9 5is. per chain. It seemns to me a
very heavy cost for road-making, representing
nearly £740 per mle, or well-nigh as mauchi as
thle cost of an agricultural railway. It does not,
square with my knowledge of -road-making in
various parts of Australia. It has been stated
here to-night that the soil on this estate has no
food value for growing crops. Already we have
had experience of putting men onl land where
there is a lack of soil food for production. 1
refer to wodgil land. We do not want these
men to be put there only to discover after
years of toil that they cannot make a living.
To my mind the difficulty is that I have not
sufflcient evidence before me to enable ine to
east an intelligent vote for or against the
motion. I do not know the indigenous timbers
that grow there, ana I hope some responsible
Minister will tell us more about it before we
are asked to cast aL vote.

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [9.27]: I under-
stand the motion proposes that the Govern-
mient should accept a grant of land comnpris-
ing 60 acres which, for thle purpose of repa-
triation, was given by the ownuers of the
Riverton estate.

M..r. Draper: Admittedly good land.
'Mr. TROY: I know nothing whatever of

the estate, but I saw a good deal of corres-
pondence in the Press regarding it and,
knowing the devious methods of land agents
and others, I have held the opinion till now
that the Government ought to be very care-
ful in regard to any speculation in this dir'
ection. I do not know what the Government
propose to do in regard to repatriation, be
cause that is exclusively one of their res-
ponsibilities. We on this side hope that the
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Government are doing something, for the
work of repatriation is very urgent. I am
given to understand that men are leaving
this Country and going to Queensland. I do
not wish to draw comparisons between this
Government and the Government of Queens-
land, for I believe that the Government of
this State are just as sincere in their desire
to settle the soldiers on the land as are the
Government of any other State. But I see
no harm in agreeing to the motion moved
by the meniber for Roebourne. If the sob-
diers are anxious to get this land, and if this
land be good land--

Hon, F. I& S, 'Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): It is good for market gardening.

Mr, TROY. If these men hare a know.
ledge of market gardening, and if the land
is good for anything, it is rather unworthy
of uts to hold suspicions and refuse what may
be an offer genuinely made.

Mr. Munsie: The Government want to pay
£4 an acre for it. and mnake the soldiers pay
it back.

Mr. TROY: I am not sure that it is an
offer made genuinely, but I know nothing to
the contrary.

H!on. F. 'E. S. Witlmett (Honorary Minis-
ter). The condition, first of all, was that we
should buy the whole block.

Mr. TROY: I am not agreeable to binding
the Government by a resolution of this House
to do anything of the sort. Ignorant as I
am of th~e estate and its possibilities, I am
not going to vote to place oa the Government
such an obligation as the purchase of the es-
tate. I have no objection to agreeing to
hand over the land to the soldiers, but I do
not desire that any obligation should he
placed on the Government regarding the
whole of the estate. I na not agreeable that
this should be the first step towards influence-
ing the Government to take on the rest Of
the land. I am going to support the amend-
ment. I have heard what may he a most
unworthy suspicion in connection with the
owners of this land, but since they offer the
land as a free gift, what amn I to say? This
may encourage others who hold better land,
situated under happier Circumstances, also
to offer land, and I give my vote with a
view to encourag-ing people to be generons.
J am not going to ask the Government by
ily vote to accept any obligation whatever
regarding the estate in agreeing that they
should accept this land on behalf of the Sol-
diers. I will not allow my vote to be used
int this House for the purpose Of fur'thering
the scheme of any band of land owners or
laud aeents. I am convinced, in connection
with the repatriation of soldiers, that there
will be agitation after agitation, a nd that
every influence in the country will be worked
to get the Government to buy' land, and the
people from whom they buy will not care a
rap whether the persons for whom it is
bought succeed or not-

Hon. F. E. R. Willrrott (Honorary Mnis-
ter)s: The number of people who offer to
sell their land :.t four times its value for re-
patriation purposes is astonishingz.

Mr. TRO: T will vote for the amendment
becanse I cannot find it in my heart to re-

fuse the offer of these people. My voe,
however, imposes on the Government no ob-
ligation to purchase any more of the land.

Mr. FILKINGTON (Perth) [9.33]: On a
matter of this sort a private member natur-
ally requires sonic information, but I do not
think we have had to-night all the information
to which we are eutitled. I know some of the
soldiers concerned, because they saw me in con-
nection with this matter. I also made some
inquiries, and the conclusion which I arrived
at was that the attitude of the Government
was, that in their opinion it would be impos-
sible for the soldiers to make a success in
settling on this land without a road, that the
Government would not be justified in building
a road for five men, and that consequently
they considered they were not justified in using
this money, which is to be used for repatria
tion purposes, in a way that would probnblj
result in its loss. Whether it is regarded aw
money of the Commonwealth, and therefor(
trust money in the hands of the State Govern
meut, or whether it is regarded as the mo~ne3
of the State and therefore to be safeguerdei
by the Government, makes no difference. Thu
Government are entitled to say, "We will no;
use this money for the purpose of repatriating
soldiers on tu land if we are satisfied that th4
conditions are such that they cannot make
success of the venture." I can understaw
that attitude, and can follow it, if it is tb'
attitude of the Government. Mly inquiries has
ing been made, I understood that this was th,
attitude of the Government. But since heariup
the debate to-night I have been driven to thini
that there is another reason in the mind of th,
Government, namely, that they think that thi
Riverton syndicate is going to make somethiuj
out of it, and that it ought not to make some
thing out of it. If that is the reason for thei
attitude, it is the most futile reason ever ad
ined by sane men. If the Government ha'
conic forward to-night and said-"We 1,1
this money in trust. We will not advance
unless we are satisfied that the soldierst
whom we advance it have a reasonable chane
of success. We cannot afford to build a roa,
for fire mien, because we would be doing to
much thea for only five nmen'-We could hay
understood their attitude. But that, appai
ently, is not the attitude of the Government.

Ron. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary 'Minih
ter): That is exactly the attitude T took uip.

'Mr. PILKINOTON: I did not understan.
that from what has been said this evenirq
The Honorary 'Minister has referred to thi
company as a company which was makia
something out of the deal. It does not matte
if it makes a million out of it. If, as a r(
patrintion scheme, this is a good scheme
does not matter two straws whether thes
people make money out of it or not.

H-on. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Mfiah
ter) : I snid if we built the road.

M.%r. PIhKINGTON: The point taken by tl
Mfinister is apparently that if the soldiers ar

puit there a road wAill ultimately be built, an
the c~ompany will derive gain fromn that fac
The whole point so far as the Government ai
concerned, should he this: if we put the so
diers there without a road and if they ha%
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this nioney given to them, they hare a reason-
able chance of success. I gather from the
debate that they ha;-e a good chance of suc-
cess.

Hon. F. E. S, Willinott (Honorary _Minis-
ter) : Let them try it.

Mr. PL[LKINO'TON: I am entirely without
any persona] knowledge of this subject, or of
this class of business, but I gather froin the
debate that the soldiers would have a fair
chance of success even without this road being
built at all. I gather that this is not the main
ground upon which the Government base their
objection. The objection of the Government
seems to he that this syndicate is trying to
work points, to put it bluntly. Surely, it is
perfectly unimportant whether tire syndicate
gets a gain or not, if ini 1)oint of fact the re-
patriation money is spent so that the soldiers
are repatriated with a reasonable chance of
success, and so that the gift of this company
to the soldiers is made use of.'

Mr. MULLA NY (Menzies) [9.37]: 1
wish to coummund the member for Roebourne
(Mr. Teesdale) for his desire to do some-
thing to settle soldiers upon this piece of
land, and I agree with the member for 'Mont
Magnet (Mr. Troy) when he states that ho
does not feel justified in taking upon him-
self the responsibility of giving a decision
upon a iratter such as this, on evidence that
we have been able to gather hare to-night.
T do not, in making a statement of this
sort, intend to disparage the imeniber for
Roebourne for the manner in which he re-
presented Iris case. That ban. arnher has
gone fully into the matter, he has met these
soldiers who are desirous of settlinig upon
this land, has visited it and inspected it
personally, and has had a conversation with
the repatriation officer, the man upon whose
report the Government or this House must
largely depend. He is, therefore, in an in-
finitely better position to express an opinion
upon the justice or otherwise of this case
for the soldiers than a number of other honi.
members who have had the matter brought
under their notice to-nighit for the first
time. This motion, and the amendment, are
really asking members to carry on the ad-
ministration of a very important depart-
ment in the State. Will any lion. member
here say that he is sufficiently quick in
grasping the whole of the facts of a ease
such as this, when they are simply put be-
fore himn as they have been to-night, to be
able to come to a correct jndgnment in the
matter? I. have here the papers dealing with
the case. I have also the amendment which
was4 moved by the menmber for West Perth
(M1r. Draper), and we have besides the ad-
mission of the Minister that the Govern-
ment have offered 14 per acre for this land.
The motion as proposed to be amended reads
as follows-

That in the opinion of this House it is
desirable that the applications for assist-
ance from funds at the disposal of the
Government made by certain returned
soldiers desirous of settling on certain
blocks of land granted to them by the
owners of the Riverton estate, should be

approved by the "Minister in -harge of re-
patriation without delay; the officer deal-
ing with repatriation having inspected the-
land, and having declared that the blocks
form amiple security for the aniount ad-
vanceable uinder the Commonwealth Re-
patriattion Act.

Thus wye have time ward of the nearber for
Roebourne, which no umemnber of the House
would doubt, and the statement of tire
officr responsible for advising the Govern-
moent in mnatters connected with the Coin-
monw~alth Repatrintion Act, who says that
the blocks forur ample security. Now we
have the report of the same gentlemnra, the
first portion of which deals with the estate
ais a whlole and has no bearing ont the ques-
tion before us to-night. The latter portion
of the report has, however, a very direct
hearilg upont it. In dealing with the whole
of the 2,000 acres, which I believe the es-
tate conmprises, he says-

]in view of the analyses, which would
seemr to show that there is practically lit-
the plant food in the soil-

I-Ic goes on to say-
I thinkc that thre owner's offer to allow
tire Governmnent to resume 60 acres with-
out compensation in ordtr to perurit these
returned soldiers to establish themselves
there should also be refused, as it would
be difficult to justify arny expenditure
rvhatever in view of Mr. 'Mann's report.
If you approve of the offer being turned
down, I will advise those interested.

There are time two reports. One is signed
by Mr. Cauni, tire officer in question, aird
time other is the statemnt by that same
offiepr given here to-night by the member
fur Roebourne.

Hon. P. Collier: Arid yet the Government
propose to give £4 an acre for the land.

1lr. 'MULLANY: There is also the ad-
mission that the Crown offers £4 per acre
for this area of GO acres. In view of the
conflicting statements,. or reports, made by
the responsible officer, I wanr to know how
any liron. niiniber can be justified in coming
to a decision one way or the other on the
question to-nighit. Whilst I may possibly
be as dull of comprehension as many other
lion, members, I freely confess that I hare
been unable to conic to a satisfactory con-
elusion as to the rights or otherwise of the
case. In view of what T have already
p~ointed out I think that some further in-
qutiry should be made, and believe it would
be advisable to have a select committee ap-
pointed. The estate is within a few mniles
of the City, and could readily be visited.
The papers are also available, as well ars thre
men in question. A few days would see the
whole thing through, and I believe that the
best way of dealing with the matter is to
appoint a select committee to report to this
House on one day in next week. I cannot
give an intelligent vote on the question to-
night.

'Mr. 'Munsie: If the reports are true. Air.
Gamin is not a fit and proper person to he
where he is.



[20 FEBRUARY, 1918.] 5V:

Mr. MULLAN Y: If I am not able to more
in that direction just now, I throw it out as
a sug-gestion that a select committee should
be appointed to dleal with this question.

The PREMIER (Honw H. B. Lefroy-
Moore) [9.45]: 1 should like to say a word
or two in connection with this matter. Hon.
members complain that they have not obtained
sufficient information upon it and I offer them
my fullest sympathy. It is undoubtedly a diffi-
cult matter to consider any question in regard
to the value of land unless one has seen the
land, and unless one has some knowledge of
the subject. In the first place, many hot i.reni-
berg have not seen the land; and many of them
will admit that, even had they seen it, they
would not be capable of forming an opinion.
Regarding the estate as a whole--I must refer
to the estate as a whole-the Government,
after having the fullest inquiry made, refused
the offer made by the owners. That finished
the matter for the time being. The owners then
came forward with an offer to give 60 acres to
six returned soldiers free of all cost. The 60
acres are admitted to be the beet of the estate.
It is not land on which I, for my part, -would
choose to put returned soldiers. T have beent
Over the land twice. Hon. members must not
be led to imagine that this country is like the
land at Osborne Park, with its rich swamps,
where green fodder can be grown for dairy
cows, and where vegetables of all kinds can be
produced. Most of this land is the ordinary
sandy country to be found in the neighbour-
hood of Perth.

Hon. T. Walker, Some of that is fairly
good.

The PREMIER: The peculiar feature
about this land is that there is no limestone in
it. With limestone, sandy country can be madie
reproductive.

Hon. W. 0. Angwin: There is clay und1er-
neath.

The PREMIER: There is no clay under the
greater portion of it. There are portions of the
estate which are wveil watered for a time, but
which are not swamps in the ordinary accepta-
tion of the term; and, save in ant exceptionally
wet season, they would not hold water at all.
No doubt after such a winter as the last we
have had, the water would remain there for a
considerable time. When I visited the land
about two months ago, the water had nearly-
all dried uip. However, the presence or absence
of water there at the present time has little to
do with the question. The question is whether
we should be justified in settling these six re-
turned soldiers on that land. I believe the men
might make a living on the 60 acres if they
were adapted for that class Of Work. Every-
thing would depend on the men themselves. If
they are men who will work, and have some
knowledge of the work on which they propose
to embark, and if they will stick to it, they
might make a success on the 60 acres. Had the
whole estate been of the same character as the
60 acres, the Government might have viewed
the purchase of the estate, at the price men-
tioned, in a very different way from that in
which they did. On the reports before them,
and with the knowledge Ministers themselves
have of the land], the Government certainly
could not purchase the whole estate. As the 60

acres represent the best part of the land, an'
as these returned soldiers are anxious to settl
there, the Government are anxions to affor
them an opportunity of doing so. I ama not on
of those who wish to impute to the comnpan:
any motives in offering the 60 acres, exeep
miotives of pure patriotism. The company cer
tainly were desirous of selling their land, a
aUl owners of land are liable to be, When. the
found that the Government would not purchas
the estate, they offered to give 60 acres of th
best of the estate. The land is not tiptop land
Even the land int the neighbourhood on whicl
people have been settled for 20 years or mor
is not land which would be called first class.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Those people are neare
the river, too.

The PREMIER! That is quite correct, an
they have the best of the land, the land wvit
the greatest amount of moisture, land with
certain proportion of swamp, and adjoinin
the river. The Government were prepared, a
any rate, to let these returned soldiers have a:
opportunity of settling on the 60 acres; an'
they thought it advisable to make this offer t
the company, "If you pay one-third of th
cost of constructing the road which is require
the Government will pay a third, and the road
board the remaining third.'' That is the posi
tion at the present time. If the House con
siders that the Government would be justifli
in spending a larger amount, the Oovernmen,
are prepared to do it. At the same time, w
must he very careful int the expenditure o:
money in this direction, very careful to se,
that the land which is to he taken up, an'
which the road, if constructed, will serve, wil
be jieriiiavently occupied, and not thrown up
The cost of making the road has been esti
mated at £10 per chain. I consider that a hig
estimate. I could make a road which wouli
suit for a very long time the light loads o
tlhose men, at very much less eust.

M.Nember: Three times a dlay the resident
go through to the markets.

The PREMIER: There is a great deal ii
what the member for Bunbury (Mir. Money'
has said. The country about Riverton nil
never get boggy, and the settlers will be abli
to travel a road there at all timnes of the year
The member for North-East Fremantle (Hon
W. C. Angwin) knows that market gardener,
have, with success, carted their produce ovei
sandy roads for years and years. At the Sam(
time, of course, they prefer good roads. I di
not think these six men actually demand tha
a good road should he constructed at once. IfE
later, they prove their suitability for the worl
they contemplate undertaking, the Governmen,
would be justified in helping them to obtain a,
efficient road for the conveyance of their pro.
duce to inarket. But we have not yet arrived
at that point. I would like to see the men trl
how they get on with settling this land. I he
lieve they are all able-bodied, and not in aaj
way invalids. I do not know why they have re
ceived their discharges; I do not think it is or
account of any extreme physical disability.

Fhou. W. C. Angwin: Some of them hsvf
beei, wounded.

The PREMIER: They may probably be ali
right now. It is our duty to help tbcn tt
carry on the avocation in which they do
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sire to engage. t think if it was made a con-
dition that the Government should spend
£1,000 in constructing a road for these five
men, we would have a right to decline. I t
would, it miy opinion, be wrong to incur so
much expenditure for at road to serve five
settlers. To thle motion moved by the niem-
her for Roebourne (Mr. Teesdale) ant amend-
went has been moved by tile member for
West Perth (Mir. Drnper), making thle motion
read as follows:-

Tflit in the olpinion of this House if is
desirable that the application for assist-
anee front the funds at the disposal of the
Government made by certain returned sol-
diers desirous of settling onl blocks of land
granted to themi by the owners of the
-Riverton estate, should be approved by thle
Minister in charge of repatriation without
delay; the officer dealing with repatriation
having inspected the land and having de
dlared that the blocks formn ample security
for the amount granted under the Common-
Wealth Repatriation Act.

1 eannot accept that amendment. because thle
officer in question has never declared] that
the blocks form ample security, as stated.
We have no record of that. On the contrary,
thle officer in question has rather urged tile
Government not to assist in this direction.
In a later file, which is not on the Table of
the House, the officer expressed a view to the
effect that this was the best of the land and
that the men might be able to make a living
off it, T hat was about thle strength of the
decision to which he came in the last instance.
Thle Government are prepared to deal with
these mnen out of the repatriation fund, if the
land is secured to themn from the men, to
whomn it is to be granted by the company.
If the Government advance onney out of the
repatriation fund, they must have security
over the holdings on which thle mloney is ad-
vaniced.

.Mr. Lute}': Tile mien do not object to that,
do they?

The PREMIER: That must be a sine qna
non. We cannot advance money nless we get
the security of the land, because the improve-
ments which would be effected with the
Money advancedg would formi part of the land.
Consequently, the Government must have
security over the land and the improvements.
That security will have to be given in all
cases of repatriation. The Government are,
therefore, prepared to assist in placing these
men on that land if the men can show that
they wilt he able to give the Governument
security over the land,

lRon. TP. Walker: That is exactly what is
wan ted.

Mr. Muuisie: Will the Government insist
on time condition contained in that letter, that
they are prepared to give £4 per acre for the
land, and that they will have it only on
that c-ondition?

The PREMlIER: Negotiations have been
goinpg en in regard to this question and this
niew phase has only cropped up during the last
10 days; it has not been banging over for
months. Tile negotiations have not been con-
eluded; the company could -not agree to the

Conditions imposed by the Government in thle
first instance. The Government arc still an-
xious to give time men an opportunity of set-
tling onl this land. If thle men arc prepared
to wative the question of constructinig a road
there at once tile Government wvill assist
themn out of the repatriation grant, if time
land is offered.

-Mr. Mlunsie: The men are quite prepared
to do that, but they are mot prepared to pay
£4 anl acre for land which has been given to
them.

Trie PREMIER: I do believe that thle men
can make good on this particular bit of coun-
try, but not on the balance of the land.
They would have to work hard, and late and
early, nid be determined to stay there. The
Government have taken nmnny risks in the
past anjd I supplose tiley' will take many in
the future. If time Government did not take
a certatin amount of risk in. connection with
settlement, we would never get people on the
land. At the same time tile Gov-ernnment
want to uise every effort to see that those
who are settled on tile land are suitable for
Carrying out that particular avocation. E
have seen these nin and I have visited thle
land with sonic of them onl two occasions. Trhe
men are phlysically constituted to ake a suc-
cess of. settlement, and thle Government are
prepared te close with themi on the condi-
tions I have stated. If tile miemiber for Ree-
bourne had waited it little longer before
moving the motion, and allowed the G overn-
moat to complete thle negotiations they
we re carrying on, no doubt a set-
tiememnt would have been arrived ait.

Mr. TEESD)ALE (Roebonlrue-in1 reply)
[10.51: ]in view of the Premier's assurance

that these blocks a-ill nlow be given to the men,
on thle understanding that the construction of
the read is not asked fr, I harve great pleasure
in withdrawing the motion.

Mfr. SPEAKER: The iiber for West
Perth will have to withdraw his amendment
first.

Mr. Draper: I have no intention of with-
drawing ray amen ditent.

Mr. TEESDALE: flHaving secured what I
came here for I am prepared to withdraw ray
motion because there is now no occasion for it.

Mr. Draper: Time nienmber for Roebournie is
miore fortunate than I am, because T have not
got what I came here for.

Mr. LUTEY (B8rownhill-Ivanlioe) [10.7] 1
have been sommewhmat confused diuring this de-
hate at the attitude of the Govermnent. The
Honorary Mlinister appeared to me to be
utterly opposing the motion of the umemaber for
Roebourne and now, after a protracted debate,
we find that the Premier is backing right down,
after having obtained the sense of the House.
It seems to me that there is sonieoemi lacking
in backbone. The Honorary Minister says one
thing, arid after the House has expressed its
opinion, the Premier backs down against tme
Honorary Mlinister. These men are prepared
to take up that land; they are not particularly
anxious about the road, but wre have proved
that there are settlers who have been on the
adjoining property for years arid who have.
proved the land. It nmny have been thoughit
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that the road would lead to the centre of the
estate, and was probably a point to try and
induce the Government to take up the whole
of the estate. On looking at the map, however,
we find that the road only runs to the edge of
the estate and will only serve a few of the
blocks of the company. Personally I hope the
member for West Perth will stick to his amend-
ment, and T hope the House will carry it.

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [10.91: 1
move-

That the debate be adjourned.''
Motion put and a division taken with the

following result:-
Ayes . .. -- .- 8
Noes - 30

Majority against

Groun,
Maley)

Mitchell
Ple.sse
H-. Robinson

Mr.

*. 22

Stewart
Stubbs
Thoms..

Noes.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Money
Mr. Angwln Mr. Mullany
Mr. Brown Air. M-uns
Mr. Chesson Mr. 0ttghlen
Mr. coiller Mir. Pickering
Mr. Davies [Mr. Plldngton
Mr. Draper Alr. a. T'. Robin.o.
Mr. Duraick Mr. Rocks
bir. George AiMr. Teesdale
Mr. Green Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hardwicc Mr. Walker
Mt. Hicmott Ai-r. Wilicock
Mr. Hudson Mr. Williott
Mr. Jones Mr. Lambert
Mr. lefroy (Teller.)
Mr. Lutey

'Motion thus negatived.

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [10.12]: Whlen
I moved the adjournment of the debate I was
not endleavouring to block a settlement of this
question. I must confess that hon. members
seem to know very little about this subject. I
am entirely in accord with the member for
Menzies when he suggested that we should
have a select committee to investigate the
matter. That was one Of tile Objects I had
in view. The mover of the motion asked the
permission of the House to withdraw it be-
cause hie said he had got What he was after.
After bringing the matter before the House
we have this remarkable position, that an
amendment is moved by the member for West
Perth which is a -direct contradiction of the
signed statem~ent on the file by Mr. Gamin.

Hion. WV. C. Angwin: The Premier said there
is another report from Mr. Camin since that
one.

Mr. THOMSON: I can only deal with the
infornmation before the House.

lHon. WV. C. Augwin: I will take the word of
the Premier.

UMr. THOMSON: We have a definite state-
ment from Mr. Cama, that the request should

be refused. I want to Satisfy myself that the
soldiers are going to make a living out of
this land. I ill take second place to no one
in niy desire to see that justice is done to
those men who have fought for us. Those of
us who live in the agricultural areas know what
a hard fight a great many of the citizens had
to put up, and I am not going to induce the
returned soldier to go on the land where hie
has no hope of waking a living. I say that
nothing is too good for him, that he should
have the best land -available. I am prepared
to move that the soldiers shall have the land
for nothing; they deserve it.

Mr. Teesdalc: They have it now.
Mr. THOMSON: Seeing that the hon. miein-

her is satisfied that these soldiers are going
to get the land for nothing. I cannot uinder-
stand his action in ioving the muotion, and in
voting against the adjournment when, just
previously, hie had said that he was prepared
to withdraw his motion. I hope the House
will not come to a decision on this question
to-night. There is a vital principle under-
lying this. I am not going to impute motives
to the owners of the land, although I may
hate my own private views on the matter.
But I say distincty that I wish to hie satisfied
that this land is suitable. In face of the evi-
doee contained in this file, showing that re-
spousihie officers have one and all condemned
the soil oil that estate, we are asked to settle
our soldiers on land which, according to the
experts, is absohutely unsuitable.

Mr. Teesdale: Not these 68 acres.
Mr. THOMSON: I am dealing with this

report from 'Mr. Camin, which treats of the 60
acres. Mr. Camm, makes this definite state-
mneut-

In view of the analyses, which seemn to
show that there is practically little plant

*food in the soil, I think the owners' offer
to allow the Government to resumike 60 acres
without compensation in order to permit
these five returned soldiers to establish them-
selves there should he refused, as it would
lie difficult to justify any expenditure what-
ever in the face of M.%r. Mann's report.
Hon. AV. C. Angwin: You know that the

Premier said there is a later report than that.
Mr. THOMSON: This report is dated 22nd

January, and to-day is only the 20th Febru-
ary, so if there is a second rep~ort it cannot be
ver muich later. When an officer like Nfr.
Gamin sends in a report like this it makes one
wonder what is behind it. I want the soldiers
to get a fair deal. The member for Roehourne
has stated that these men are satisfied. That
muay be so. Unfortunately I could take the
hon. member to several settlers in my district
who were placed on land represented to them
as capable of returning a living. To-day
they know that the thing is impossible. Let
us see to it that these soldiers do0 not go on
land unsuitable for their purpose. In view of
the contradictory evidence we have before us,
and of the seriousness of the position, the
House should pause before coming to a deci-
sion. I Will move an amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER: The bon. member cannot
dio it at this stage. . The amendment before
the House must first be disposed of.
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Mr. THOMUSON: Then I appeal to hon.
areinbers not to come to a decision to-night.
I think wre should pause before committieg
tire Government in the manner proposed.
Ministers bare considered this question and
have turned it down, and I think it would be
unwise for us to comne to a decision on the
unsatisfactory evidence before us. I wvill give
place to rio one in ray desire to see that our
soldiers get justice.

Mr. Teesda Ic: Then why do you not con-
sult that later report?

Mr, THOMSON: I can only deal with what
is before us. If there is a later report the
hon, member should have quoted it-

Mr. Munsie: He has not seen it. He is
accepting the Premier's. word about it.

Mr. THOMSON : I trust the amendment will
he defeated, andl that we shall have a select
committee to inquire into the whole question.
Such a comrrittee could niake its invostiga-
tions and report next week.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Ron. R. T.
Robinson -Canning) [10.22): 1 do not think
any member canl do absolute justice to this
question on thre motion arid the amendment,
because they are eon fined to the 60 acres
offered to these soldiers by the owners of the
estate. Before anybody could judge of the
whole question it would be necessary to see
the report onl the whole of the estate, and to
know the whole of the facts connected with
the estate. Under the rules of the House it
has been impossible to furnish all the par-
ticulars in a discussion of the motion, it has
been necessary to keep to the 60 acres. But
one has only to read the file that has been
here for several days to appreciate the ramifi-
c-ations of the w-hole business concerning that
large estate. If we had before us all the in-
formation available, we would be able to form
a better judgment. I am not opposed to the
appointment of a select committee, for prob-
abily such a committee would come to the same
conclusion as have the Goi-ernment. But in
regard to the 60 acres, T, as Minister in
charge, was mixed up in the negotiations.
These soldiers came to me, and I told Lieu-
tenant Williams that I was personally pre-
pared to recoummend thle Governent to ad-
vance to him and his comrades £500 per man
on those 60 acres, but that if he wanted a road
mnade it was an. entirely different proposition,
because I was limited to £50 per man, and
therefore could not recommend an additional
£800 for road making. My letter, which the
member for Roebourne read to-night, clearly
showed that that was my view. All that the
soldiers had to do was to come to me and say
"We do not want a road,'' and the thing
would have gone through in the ordinary
course. I was p~repared to recommend it to
Cabinet. They did not get my reconmnenda-
tion. as responsible Minister, for the reasons
that I have given. Now the member for Roe-
bourne says that the soldiers do0 not "'ant a
road. Why, then, did not these men tell me
no, or tell the Minister for Lands so? Had
they done this they might have been settled
On the land to-day.

11r. Munsie: The Honorary Minister said
that he asked those men to give him a guar-

an tee ,that they would not ask for a road at
anly future time.

Hon. F. E. S. Willrnott (Honorary MHinis.
ter) :I said in the immediate future.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have been
to the Rtiverton estate On two occasions, the
Preurier Ins been there twice, rind the Minister
for Lands has been there twice, while Air.
Underwood also has been there. Again, a
number of expert officers of thre Government
have been over the estate. As the motion
deals with (30 acres specifically, I1 cannot tell
the House What the reports of those officers
were, but they arc all to be found on that
file.

Hon' W. C. Angivin: Is the estate in your
electorate?

The ATTORNKEY GENERAL: No. I1
would be very glad if I had in my electorate
such an estate with the soldiers on it. If a
select committee is appointed, and some of
our farming friends go over arid have a look
at those 60 acres, they will be able to judge
for themiselv-es and form their own conclusions.
The 80acre area is higher land than either
Mfetcalf's or Riley's land. Metcalf's land is
good, black sand, but thle other is scrubby
bushr with a treniendous lot of banksia, and
.a fuzzy bush that grows on only the poorest
land. It is a series of undulating hills, lying
a quarter of a mile apart. In the valleys
there is what thre people there call swamp land,
bit what the people of Osborne Park would
turn up their noses at. Most of the men who
have seen it utterly condemn it. Most of
those who hav-e handled land will know that
even if it is sand land it is the man who
handles it who constitutes the greatest factor.
I have told these soldiers that, knowing as
aiuch as I do of gardening, if I were in their
positron I would not be afraid to tackle it.
By the same reasoning, if I thouight they
knew as much nbout gardlening as I do, I
should advise them to tackle it. It is poor
soil, requiring an immense quantity of manl-
urn and of work, and, above all, humus. It is
utterly deficient in that now, but Riley can
grow a natural c-rop, and so too can Metcalf,
because their sand is black stuff and is full
of humus.

Mr. Teesdale: It does not all stop at the
fencing.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It may go
a yard or two beyoaid, but the soil on this 60
acres is of a different character.

Mfr. Pilkington: Then why recommend that
the soldiers be put there?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Because I
think that on these swamps, -is they are called,
allowing each nian a double area of land, anid
knoing71 the typo of men as I doa--

Mr. Pilkington: The land is good enough.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In the cir

cnmstances, yes; and T believe those men
would nmade a do of it. I have told the House
that the only obstacle in my way was the
road, and that I was not justified in recom-
mending the expenditure of £800 for a road
for five men. Hon. members cannot come to a
conclusion on this matter without seeing the
file and the land itself.

Mr. Ff. ROBINSON (Albany) [10.30]:
Although we have had a number of hon. nleml
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berg, and three members of the Government,
speaking on this question, T cannot even
now see exactly what the Position is. Two
members of the Ministry have said they, are
prepared to take the land ov-er, but one
states that thle Government should not take
it over except under certain conlitions. Are
tlie overulen t going to take it over in the
face of the report of the Gov-ernmnent ofieial
which has been read by the Honorary Minister?

lion. F. E.S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): 'Not the right one.

'Mr. H. ROBINSO-N: Thle Honorary Minis.
ter read time report of this Govern nient oaff
,-ial. Members are asked to vote, and] if
there has been a report furnished since, we
should have it read to us. I have no dlouht
thle Premlier is sincere, but it is his duty to
let us havec that i nformation, with time quali.
fYi ng statelflut as to whyi thle Go vernnent
official in such a short time should make two
contradictory reports onl thle same land.

Hion. F. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): That is just it. If only you knew the
facts! They cannot be discussed yet.

Mr. H. ROBINSON: I understood that we
would get these facts when the Honorary
Minister got up to speak. I am most
anxious to help these returned soldiers, but
will not record my vote until I am clearer
in amy mind that the land is suitable for
thenm. It is immaterial to me that the River.
ton estate should get some benefit out of
this, or that the Government should have to
provide a road afterwards. The main point
to may mind is as to whether this land
is suitable for repatriation. After all
the Governmlent have to consider that,
under the conditions under which the money
is comning from Melbourne. I am surprised
that after such a tremendous controversy in
thle papers, and the definite decision of the
Government, that the matter should be
brought up to-night, and,' further, that hrorn
the Government we should get practically
two decisions. I hope a select committee will
be appointed. In that way we shall get a
statement from Mr. Camm as to whether he
did or did not say what is attributed to him
by the member for Roebourne (Mr. Tees.
dale), and why he aparently made two con-
tradictory statements in such a short time
with reference to the same block of land.

Question (that the words proposed to be
struck out stand part of the motion) put and
negatived.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy-
Moore-on amendment) [10.361: 1 should like
an opportunity of speaking on the amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER: The bon. member bag al-
ready discussed the amendment. The mo-
tion itself was not before the House.

The PREMIER: It was proposed to insert
certain words, and an amendment to effect
this was moved by the member for West
Perth (Mr. Drapet).

Mr. SPEAKER: The amendment itself
was under discussion, and the Premier has
spoken on the amendment. The member for
Roebourne, after some discussion had ensued,
desired to withdraw the motion in favour of

another one. The motion itself was not be-
fore the House, but the amendment. I asked
the member for West Perth if he would first
withdraw the amendment, so that the mo-
tion itself could be withdrawn in favour of
the amendment. The motion itself has now
been defeated and that is what the vote
was taken upon. The amendment was to
strike out certain words. These have now
been, struck out, and the question before the
House is that the followving wvords be in-
serted.

''The applications for assistance from
funds at the disposal of the Government,
made by certain returned soldiers desirous

of settling on certain blocks of land
granted to them by owners of the Rliverton
estate, should be approved by the Minis-
ter in charge of repatriation without de-
lay; the officer dealing with repatriation
having inspected the land, and having de-
clared that the blocks form ample security
for the amount advanceable under the Com-
nmnwealth Repatriation Act."'
The PREMIER: Am I not permitted to

make a remark with regard to the Tactionl
Mr. SPEAKER: Certainly.
Hon. P. Collier: That is directly opposite

to what you stated, Sir, last evening.
-The PREMIER: I wish to ask the hon.

member to amend this amendment of his.
Point of Order.

Hon. P. Collier: On a point of order!I I
submit that on the ruling given by you,
Sir, last night the Premier is not in order.

Mr. Speaker: The Premier has already
spoken to the amendment.

Hon. P. Collier: Last night you ruled the
hon. member for Menzies (Mr. Mullany) out
of order for precisely the same thing.

Mir. Speaker: It was not exactly on all
fours with this particular matter.

Hion. P. Collier: Under the same ruling
and Standing Orders the Premier is not in
order in speaking to the amendment.

TMr. Speaker: The Premier is not in order
in addressing the House unless by wayr of
explanation.

The Premier: May I make an explanationt
We have not had this amendment before us
because you, Sir, have only just read it. It
has not been read to the House until now.

Hon. P. Collier: It was moved by the mem-
her for West Perth.

The Premier: You have only just now put
this amendment, Mir. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: When the member for West
Perth (.%r. Draper) early in the debate moved
his amendment, I proposed the amendment
from the Chair- and the amendment then was
under (liscussion, and it has been under dig-
mussion up till a few moments ago, when a vote
was taken on the original motion. The Pre-
mier has spoken to the amendment, and is not
in order in speaking again. Any hon. member
wvho has not spoken is in order in speaking to
the amendment; but members who have spoken
are not in order.

The Premier: I merely rose to make &n
explanation. As leader of the Government I
thought I would he permitted to offer some
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explanation regarding the amendment, because
I was really tider the impression that all this
time we have been discussing the original
motion of the member for Roebourne. I have
not had an opportunity of obtaining informa
tion with regard to the amendment.

Mr. Monsie: On a point of order, I want to
draw your attention, Mr. Speaker, to the fact
that the Premier, when speaking to the ques-
tion before, deliberately read out the amend-
ment, and] said he could not accept it.

Mr. Speaker: The Premier is out of order.

Debate resumed.

,%r. PIESSE (Toodyay) [10.44]: 1 desire
to move the following amendment: That after
the word ''that,'' in the first line, all words
be deleted, with a view of inserting the follow-
ing:-''That the offer made by the owners
of the Riverton estate to give an area of 60
acres in the estate to the Government for the
purpose of repatriation be referred to a select
committee, to report next Thursday.''

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot accept that
amendment, because the lion. memiber has in it
words which are contained in the amendment
which has become the question. It is quite
competent for the hion. member to move that
A select committee be appointed to inquire
into the question.

Mr. Piesse: If I am in order in moving in
that direction, I shall have much pleasure in
doing so.

Mr. SPEAKER: I will put the lioo. memn-
ber right. If it is the desire of the House
that a select committee should be appointed,'
it wxill be necessary for the hion. member to
move the striking-out of all the words which
now are the question. When those words have
been struck out, the lion. member can move for
a select committee. But these words must be
got out of the way before the select committee
can be appointed. The question before the
House now is that all the words after ''that''
stand part of the question.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Is it not necessary, be-
fore a select committee can be appointed, 'that
notice of motion should be given for thle ap-
poinitment of a select committee, because that
is dealing with a different subject!

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not necessary to give
notice of the appointment of a select committee
on a subject before the House. For example,
when a Bill has passed its second reading, it is
competent for a mnember-after the Minister
in charge of the Bill has moved that the
Speaker leave the Chair for the purpose of
consideration of the Bill in Committee, or just
before that motion is moved-to move that the
Bill be referred to a select committee. Then,
instead of being referred to a committee of
the wxhole Ilouse, the Bill is referred to a
select committee. This question is practically
on all fours with a Bill at that stage, and it is
competent for a mnember to move that a select
comomittee he appointed to consider this ques-
tion. But the anmendment must be negatived
first. The question now is tlhat the words pro-
posed to be inserted be inserted; that is, the
amendment of the member for West Perth.

Question (that the words proposed to be
added be added) put, and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

16
-. . 24

Majority for-

Arzs.
Mr. Ahgwln
Mr. Chesson
Mr. Collier
Mr. Draper
Mr. Green
Mr. Jouea
Mr. Lambert
Mr. Lutty

Mr. Angelo
Mr. Broun
Mr. Brown
Mr. Davies
Mr. Durack
Mr. George
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Hickmott
Mr. Hudson

Mr. Johnston
Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Maley
Mr- Mitehell

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Non&.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

8

Money
Munsie
Pickering
Pilklngton
Rocks
Stewart

Wiliock
O'Logh Ion

(Telle".)

Muttany
Please
H. Robinson

R. T. Robinson
Stubbs
Teesdale
Thomson
Troy
Underwood
Willmott
Hardwick

(Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.
MT. PIESSE (Toodyay) [10.53]: Shall I

be in order now in moving in the direction
of appointing a select committee for the
purpose of inquiring into the offer of the
60 acres of land made by the Riverton Es-
tate to the Government?

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hlon.
0. Hudson-Yilgarn) [10.54]: A slight con-
fusion appears to have arisen over this mat-
ter and as it seems to be the desire of the
House that a select committee should be ap-
pointed to inquire into this question, that
can only be done now by the addition of
words to what has been left of the original
motion which was moved by the member for
Boebourne. The remaining words Are-
''Tphnt in the opinion of this House it is
desirable that the.'' The words which the
member for West Perth desired to add have
been defeated and the words which I sug-
gest should be added -will complete the mo-
tion. 1 move-

- That the following words be added:-
"the matter of the Riverton Estate is

worthy of consideration and that a select
.committee be appointed to inquire into the
offer made by the owners of the Riverton
Estate to give an area of 60 acres in the
Estate to the Government for the purposes
of repatriation."~
Mr. Piosse: I will accept that.
M\Tr. IIMunsie: Will that permit the select

committee to inquire into the contradictory
reports of the Government officers?

.Mr. SPEAKER: The committee will have
full power to inquire into the offer made to
the Government, and if there are any eon-
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Itradictory statements it will be their duty
to sift the matter to the bottom.

'Mr. Johnston: Or in connection with the
Estate?

Mr. SPEAKER: The Committee will only
have power to deal with the 60 acres, I sup-
pose.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The mnotiont at pres-
ent is "That in the opinion of this House
it is desirable thit."

M.Nr. SPEAKER: That is what is left of
the original motion.

Mr. Troy: What does the hon. member for
Toodyay propose in that amendment? Is it
not concerning the whole subject of the pur-
chbase of the estate?

Mr. SPEAKER: No; only the 60 acres.
'in reality, instead of the original motion
that the Government accept the offer made,
if the amendment be carried the House will
ask for a select committee to consider the
matter.

Mr, Troy: 'Would not the hon. member's
purpose be served if be moved, after
''fthat., " 0a select committee be ap-
pointed''?I

'Mr. SPEAKER: That would be only an
expression of opinion; it would not be a dir-
ection.

The 'Minister for Mines: I have made it
read ''it is a matter deserving of inquiry,
and a select committee be appointed."

Ron. P. Collier: We shall have an extra-
ordinary position if the amendment is car-
ried, for it will then read ''that in the
opinion of this House it is desirable that
the matter is worthy of consideration." A
second class school boy would be caned for
constructing such a sentence. Yet that is
what we have arrived at after hours of dis-
cussion.

Mr. SPEAKER: Apparently there is a de-
sire to refer this subject to a select commit-
tee. In order to do tb-at, we have to use
words which will fit in with all that is left
of the original motion. Let me read the

'motion with the amendment movod by the
Minister for Mines-

That in the opinion of this House it is
desirable that the matter of the Riverton
Estate is worthy of consideration, anMd that a
select committee be appointed to inquire
into the offer made by the owners of the
Riverton Estate to give an area of 60 acres
in the estate to the Government for the pur-
poses of repatriation.
Hon. J, MLTCIHELL (Northam) [11.9]:

May I suggest that the motion be allowed to
lapse, and that the hon. member give notice
to move for a select committee to-morrow?
We will be here yet for another six weeks or
wore, and so ample time will be afforded. Just
now we seem to be making confusion worse
confounded, and I think it would be far bet-
ter if the hon. member gave notice to move
for n select committee to-morrow.
* Qnestion (that the words proposed to be

added-amendment by the Minister for Mines
-be added) put and passed.

Mr. SPEAKER: 'Members will now proceed
to ballot for the select committee.

[22]

Mr. PIILK.LXGTON (Perth) (13.15]- May
I rise to a point of order? it appears to me
that we have before us, for the first time, the
amended motion or the remnants of the
original motion, with certain words added pro-
viding for the appoitmlent of a select coi-
maittee. When that was carried then the rem-
nants of the motion became amended. There
was then before the House the amended motion
that a select committee should be appointed.
That motion, to my mind, has never been put
or carried, although it appears that a ballot
is being taken for the appointment of a select
committee.
'Mr. SPEAKER: Perhaps I overlooked the

matter. I will put the question iiow.
Mr. PILKINGTON: I am desirous of vot-

ing against the appointment of a select comn-
mittee, hut have had no opportunity of doing
SO-

Mr. SPEAKER: The bon. member had an
opportunity of voting against the amendment.

Mr. PILKINGTON: I wish the motion to
be amended in order that it may be before the
House, and then I would have an opportunity
of voting against it.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a mistake on my
part. The question is "that the motion as
amiended be agreed to."

Question put and passed; the motion as
amended agreed to.

Ballot taken, and a select committee ap-
pointed consisting of -.%r. Broon, Mr. Jones,
Mr. Mullany, Mr. Munsie, and the mover; with
power to call for persons and papers, to sit
on days over which the House stands adjourned,
and to report this day week.

Mr. JOHNSTON: In connection with this
select committee, I desire to move a simi-
lar motion to that moved last week in connec-
tion with the select committee to inquire into
the rabbit pest, that the evidence be ty-pewrit-
ten, and not printed. I move-

''That the evidence taken by the commit-
tee be not printed but be made available in
typewritten copies limited to ten.''
Mr. MU1,LANY: I should like to be clear

on this matter. I think the resolution carried
last weak was unnecessary, because the chair-
man of i select committee presents the report
in typewritten form and then moves that it
be printed.

MAr. SPE.AKER: The report of the evidence
taken by the select committee is then already
printed. Each member of the committee
receives printed reports of the evidence as
the committee's inquiry proceeds, and each
witness is furnished with a printed proof of
his evidence. In order to avoid the expense
involved, an lion, member moved last week
that the evidence to be taken by the select
committee referred to should appear in type-
written form.

Mr. TROY: As to the printing of evi-
rdence taken by select committees Standing
Order 3.5? provides--

Upon the presentation of a report no
discussion shall take place; but the report
may be ordered to be printed with the
documents accompanying it.

That has been the customn of this House al-
ways. I had no idea that there was a prac-
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tice of printing evidence before the order
of the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is the usual practice.
Mr. TROY: The Standing Order is clearly

against it.
Mr. SPEAKER: It has been the custom,

ever since I have been in the House, that
select committee evidence is reported by the
''Hansard" staffin the same way as the pro-
ceedings of this House, and seat to the (iov-
erment Printer exactly in the same way as
speeches delivered in the Chamber. The evi-
denee is printed on foolscap sheets, on one
side only; and it is thus submitted to the
members of select committees and also to the
witnesses. On the completion of the investi-
gation, the chairman of the committee drafts
a report to the Rouse, which is discussed by
the committee, and, when approved by them,
presented to the House by the car n, wh~o
thereupon moves that the report and evi-
dence, as a whole, be printed. But the evi-
dence is already printed. The expense has
been incurred, because the type has been set
-up. Hon. members who have served on select
committees are aware that this has been the
practice. It is in the typesetting that the ex-
pense is occasioned; and, in order to obviate
that expense, it was decided, on the appoint-
mnent of the last select committee, that the evi-
dence should be presented only in 10 type-
written copies at the first stage.

Mr. Troy: That is the original copy?
Mr. SPEAKER: Yes.
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 11.28 p.m.

2Le~tiative Izounc ii,
Thursday, flst February, 1918.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

[For "Questions on Notice'' and "Papers
presented'' see "Minutes of Proceedings.'']

ELECTOJA.-METROPOLITMNT PRO-
VINCE.

The PRESIEDENT: I have received the fol-
lowing letter from Mr. Boan-

It is with extreme regret that I feel called
upon to tender my resignation as a member
of the Legislative Council. I am taking this
course because two days ago my attention
was drawn to the fact that we have had for
several years a branch of the State Savings
Bank on the business premises of my firm,
and that this might possibly be held to be a
contravention of Sections 32 and 34 of the

Constitution Act Amendment Act, 1899, Un-
der these circumstances, I hereby tender my
resignation as a member of the Legislative
Council, and I may add that I have returned
to the Treasurer to-day the whole of the re-
muneration I have received during the period
for which I have been a member.

BILL-H1EALTH ACT AMENDMENT.

Select Committee, Extension of Time.
Hon. W. KINGSMXILL (Metropolitan)

[4.34] 1 have to ask for an extension of tinme
for bringing up the report of this select com-
mittee. This is due, not to any inattention to
duty on the part of the committee, but owing
to the volume of work they have had to under-
take, We have examined a large number of wit-
nesses, and now all that remains to be done is
to benr the health authorities in rebuttal or
confirmation of those witnesses. This will be
done on Tuesday next, when the department
will be in a position to reply to the statements
of the various witnesses. The committee will be
able to report this day week. I move-

'' That the time for b 'ringing uip the report
of this committee be extended to this day
week,"I
Question put and passed.

PAPERS-MALAY STATES ANDI JAVA,,
TRADING POSSIBILITIES.

Hon. J. DYUFFELL (Metropolitan.Sub-
urban) [4.86]: I move--

" That in the opinion of the House it is
desirable, in view of its importance and in-
terest to the producing community of the
State, that the report furnished to the Gov-
ernment by the Hont. Walter Kingernill on
the possibilities of trade between this State
and the Malay States and Java should be
laid on the Table of the House, and printed
as a parliamentary paper."

This motion is the outcome of numerous in-
quiries which I have received from people in.
terested in fruit growing and other industries.
At the same time I am reminded that varioos
extracts from Mr. Kingsniill 's report which
have appeared in the Press from time to time,
and whidh have been acknowledged by various
societies, associations, and others, have been
regarded as of very great importance as show-
ing that there is a market in those islands for
the produce of this State. We most also hear
in mind the fact that Mr. Kingsmiil, during
his recent trip to the -Malay States and Java
must have gone to no end of trouble and in-
convenience in preparing the information
which he has so well compiled, and which I
consider should be made available to all those
desirous of securing that information. Those
are the reasons I have for moving the motion,
and I have occasion to believe that hon. muem-
hers will agree that information of this nature
should be made available to those in this State
who are producing from the soil such commo-
dities as will readily find a market in the Cen-
tres referred to in Mr. Kingsmill 's report.

Hon. Sir. E. H. WITTENOOM (North)
[4.39]: 1 have pleasure in supporting the
motion. I do0 it in my ca1pacity as Acting


